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The Month 


ACTION IN AMERICAN LABOR 


ABOR news of the month has been more than 


usually exciting. Progressives viewed with 
mixed feelings the convention of 1800 delegates 
of the United Mine Workers in Washington, at 
which a firm stand on industrial unionism, the 
extension of the organization to coal processing 
workers, and the workers’ rights amendment was 
combined with an endorsement of Roosevelt and 
a refusal to allow to districts the right to elect 
their own chief officers. A sigh of relief arose 
when Lewis turned down the increase of his sal- 
ary to $25,000 yearly and other officers followed 
the example. The growing rift between the Ex- 
ecutive Council and the mine workers—witness 
the reception of William Green’s speech—is 
greeted by some of the union officials within the 
Committee on Industrial Organization with the 
assurance that a split from the A. F. of L. is out 
of the question. 

One of the unions within this committee is the 
International Ladies’ Garment Wce-kers’ Union. 
In New York its chief branch, the Joint Board 
of the Dressmakers’ Union, with 105,000 mem- 


bers, black and white, of all nationalities (80% of 
whom are women) is celebrating the victorious set- 
tlement of a dispute. While the chief points at issue 
were contractor control and the manner of price 
settlement, the new agreement prohibits employ- 
ment of those under 18 and provides for the least 
skilled workers. The month also witnessed settle- 
ments of two other needle trades unions with a 
large Jewish membership—the millinery workers’ 
union and the furriers’ union. Thus the disastrous 
effects of internal disruption in the needle trades 
is over, but from the convention of the Seamen’s 
Union in Washington come tidings of expulsions 
and reorganizations. Further out west, the newly 
organized rubber workers are on the march; after 
trying the new technique of the “sit-down” in a 
strike inside the plant, the latest news is that 8000 
workers in Akron have gone out. The middle 
west, too, was the scene of the first successful 
local general strike in our time—in Pekin, Illinois. 
The dispute started with the discharge of a union 
member in a distillery; the abuse of his power by 
the chief of police brought out all labor in the 
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city in a well-planned and orderly stoppage which 
after 48 hours resulted not only in the reinstate- 
ment of the discharged worker but in a revival of 
organization in the locality. Professional workers 
too, are unionizing rapidly. Of 250,000 workers 
belonging to “protective organizations” the great 
majority are to be now found within the American 
Federation of Labor. Loyalty oaths, and down- 
ward scaling of wages in groups which hitherto 
considered themselves exempt from insecurity have 
speeded up the process. The ranks of the trade 
union movement are including more and more 
members at both ends of the working group— 
from the unskilled and semi-skilled workers in 
the dress and rubber industry to the ‘middle 
class” teachers, musicians and social workers. 


PROGRESS IN JEWISH FEDERATIONS 


ig AUGURS well for the future of American 

Jewry that the Assembly of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds took .a progressive stand 
at its last gathering held in St. Louis on January 
25-27. Roused to an understanding of the need 
for remedying the economic, religious, social, and 
political disabilities of Jewry in Germany and 
Poland, it adopted resolutions calling upon every 
community in America to support liberally the 
fund-raising activities of the Joint Distribution 
Committee and of the United Palestine Appeal. 
The General Assembly even undertook to tackle 
American Jewish problems in a more constructive 
manner. It decided “to explore the possibilities 
of ... farm settlement . . . and of national cul- 
tural organizations”, The manner in which most 
Jewish federation and welfare funds are admin- 
istered in America is not very wholesome. With 
few exceptions, the leaders of our philanthropic 
institutions are hard-headed, money-minded busi- 
ness men who conceive Jewish life in narrow 
terms. Their institutions are oligarchic affairs 
and their Jewish philosophy (insofar as they have 
any) is of the crude assimilationist type. Since 
the sixty-five federations and thirty-five wel- 
fare funds in this country annually raise and 
dispose of amounts totalling over twelve millions, 
they enjoy tremendous power. In the main, till 
recently, their influence has proven an obstacle 
in developing among American Jewry a broader 
national outlook. Limiting their activities to local 
charities, they interfered with the community’s 
participation in wider Jewish affairs. The realiza- 
tion by the St. Louis Assembly that Jewish Fed- 
erations ought to include in their purview the Jew- 
ish problems overseas and in Palestine, as well as 
constructive economic and cultural work of a na- 
tional scope, marks a step forward. We feel cer- 
tain that expansion of activities will broaden the 
base of contributors and lead to a democratization 
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of American Jewish philanthropic institutions, For 
a more comprehensive understanding of Jewish 
needs is clearly interlinked with growth of democ- 
racy in mode of organization. The St. Louis 
Assembly is an earnest of greater promise for 
an American Jewish future. 


NOT BY TERRORIST ACTS 


N IMMEDIATE consequence of the assassin- 

ation of the Nazi agent, Gustloff, has been 
the outlawing of all Nazi organizations in Switzer- 
land. That in itself is an excellent indication of 
the type of propaganda which Gustloff sponsored. 
What repercussions will be felt in Germany is as 
yet uncertain. The German press has been threat- 
ening vengeance, and it is hardly likely that the 
Swiss ban will have a placating influence. The 
act of the young Jew, David Frankfurter, was 
vain and ill-considered. Terrorist acts have al- 
ways been ineffectual. They are in their nature 
confessions of impotence—the fruits of hysteria 
and despair. Nothing was achieved by the terror- 
ist activities of a generation of Russian revolu- 
tionists. The revolution came as the result of a 
mass upheaval, not because of individual acts of 
retribution. The terrorist gives release to his per- 
sonal sense of pain and outrage; he does not in- 
jure the system against which he strikes in the 
figure of his victim. His gesture is as futile as 
it is dramatic. Frankfurter’s deed is particularly 
unfortunate because of its possible effect on the 
martyred Jews of Germany. It is a great tribute 
to the inner discipline and fortitude of German 
Jewry that they have endured three years of Nazi 
torture without a single mad attempt of this kind. 
And it is noteworthy that the first attack on a 
Nazi agent has been made not by a German, but 
a Yugoslav Jew. We must not make a martyr 
or a hero of David Frankfurter. We can 
understand him. We know what a deep and help- 
less anguish motivated him, but his deed has not 
made evil weaker nor justice stronger. Acts such 
as his are a form of psychic self-indulgence, both 
useless and costly. But while neither countenanc- 
ing nor condoning, we must not forget that Frank- 
furter is as much a victim of Hitlerism as the 
more immediate sufferers. That one Jew should 
have lost his moral equilibrium under the unre- 
mitting pressure of defamation and injury. is 
hardly surprising. There is more occasion to won- 
der at the dignity and strength of the overwhelm- 
ing majority who have kept their balance. If 
Germany will turn this single irresponsible act, 
committed by a nervously shattered individual, in- 
to further ammunition against German Jewry, it 
will be adding another infamy to its long list of 
infamies, 
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The Washington Conference 


AN IMPRESSIVE manifestation of the wide 
and active interest in the upbuilding of Pal- 
estine was furnished by the National Conference 
for Palestine which met in Washington February 
first and second. The immediate and technical 
purpose of the Conference was to prepare the 
ground and make definite arrangements for the 
United Palestine Appeal. But the Washington 
gathering was much more than merely a well-at- 
tended “business meeting’. The 1300 delegates 
from every region of the country constituted for 
two successive days a body eager to learn as much 
as possible of the Jewish situation in various coun- 
tries and of the opportunities for the gradual solu- 
tion of the Jewish problem on Palestinian soil. 

As to the campaign, the delegates were aware 
of the psychological difficulties they would have 
to meet with in their efforts to raise funds. For 
a period there had been no direct large scale fund 
raising in the United States for Zionist financial 
institutions. The American contribution to the 
Jewish Agency’s budget was a part of the General 
“United Jewish Appeal” ; thousands of donors be- 
gan to think of the Zionist fund in terms of 
charity rather than of national reconstruction. 
The financial partnership with the Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee, whatever it meant in dollars and 
cents for Palestine, has deprived American Zion- 
ism of its opportunity to carry on its own adequate 
propaganda and served to obscure the genuine is- 
sue of Palestine. As a result some circles of 
American Jewry are now perhaps less prepared 
to work for Zionist financial institutions than they 
were in previous years. The delegates in Wash- 
ington were cognizant of this situation. They 
unanimously decided, however, not only to accept 
the originally proposed quota of $2,500,000, 
but to raise the quota to $3,500,000 in response 
to an emergency call from the Executive of the 
Jewish Agency. The first difficulties in launching 
anew a separate Zionist campaign will soon be 
overcome; there is no doubt that through dissemin- 
ation of ample, correct information as to our pres- 
ent achievements and our prospects for further 
achievement, American Jewry may become sufh- 
ciently stimulated to bring the quota over the top, 
within the next few months. This, at least, was 
the prevailing sentiment of “right” and “left” of 
all parties and their subdivisions represented at 
the Washington Conference. 

The participation of the British delegation 
(Herbert Samuel, Lord Bearsted and Simon 
Marks) added some “headline” significance and 
a bit of color to the gathering. The dele- 
gation was received on the one hand, with 
somewhat exaggerated optimism by a number of 


delegates still unaffected by urban “‘cynicism’’ and 
with ill-disguised mistrust by some groups of our 
would-be radicals, on the other. But the excep- 
tional frankness and sincerity of the three British 
delegates could not fail to have a sobering effect 
on both groups. The too naively optimistic 
learned from their addresses that even lords and 
ex-members of a powerful government are no mir- 
acle-workers and have no magic faculties for se- 
curing millions for a Jewish cause merely by mak- 
ing a few telephone calls. The sophisticated ones, 
in their turn, were as one of their spokesmen put 
it, “rejoicing in disappointment,” when they heard 
the unequivocal statements of the British Delega- 
tion to the effect that they opposed all plans for 
a “Jewish Exodus” from Germany, which would 
include any violation of the boycott. The rumors 
of objectionable plans supposedly worked out by 
the delegation, turned out to be entirely unfound- 
ed. The delegates left the Conference with a 
firm conviction that, whatever development the 
“British scheme” might experience, it would not 
tend to degrade us to the status of “international 
salesmen for Hitlerite goods.” There was no 
reason to deny the British delegation the friendly 
welcome it received. 


However, one bitter pill was offered which the 
conference refused to swallow. There was a genu- 
ine feeling of indignation among the bulk of the del- 
egates, when Mr. Marks (incidentally, a professed 
and devoted Zionist), while speaking of a large 
portion of the hoped for 15-million-refugee-fund, 
to be used for the settlement of 50,000 German 
Jews in Palestine, took it for granted that “since 
the Jewish Agency was a political body, not 
fully equipped to handle large-scale financial enter- 
prises, it would consequently be necessary to cre- 
ate another body to cooperate with the Agency.” 
The statement was naturally interpreted as a lack 
of confidence in the most authoritative body cre- 
ated by the Zionists and non-Zionists for the polli- 
tical and economic guidance of the upbuilding of 
Palestine. Neither Mr. Marks nor any other 
member of the delegation made it clear why a 
“political body” representing Jewish organized 
democracy, and in possession of accumulated 
knowledge and experience in Palestine immigra- 
tion and colonization, should be regarded less re- 
liable or competent than a new body, to be created 
by a number of parlor-philanthropists. The ser- 
vice rendered by Jewish philanthropy (including 
the Baron Hirsch and the Baron Rothschild agen- 
cies, the J.C.A. and the notorious Administration 
of the Emergency Fund in 1929) provides mater- 
ial for a long and sad story of wasteful bureauc- 
racy and lack of efficiency. The Jewish Bal-Zdo- 








6 


ko has nothing to boast of where reconstruction 
work on any broad social scale is concerned. As 
to the qualifications of the present Jewish Agency, 
the members of the delegation had neither courage 
nor material to make any concrete charges which 
could discredit that body even from a purely ‘‘man- 
agerial” point of view. The delegates got the 
impression that it was just another fit of pluto- 
cratomania, of their awareness that “‘after all, we 
are going to pay the piper.” The reaction of the 
entire Conference to that oratorical display of au- 
tocratic spirit was unmistakably demonstrated by 
the ovation given to Mrs. Goldie Myerson. Speak- 
ing in the name of the Labor wing, Mrs. Myerson 
declared that there was nothing of a constructive 
nature that could not be accomplished in Palestine, 
within the framework of the Jewish Agency; that 
“we want cooperation with everybody in Jewish 
life, but that cooperation should not be above the 
Jewish Agency or apart from the Jewish Agency, 
but through that unified representative body of 
Zionists and non-Zionists.”” A spokesman of the 
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“eft”, Mrs. Myerson actually expressed the sen- 
timent of the Conference as a whole, and that 
sentiment was finally embodied in a resolution that 
“the National Conference deems it imperative 
that activities affecting Palestine that will come 
within the program to be sponsored by any new 
body to be created shall be planned jointly with 
and executed by the Jewish Agency for Palestine.” 

At this moment nothing is definitely known as 
to the prospects of raising the 15 million dollar 
fund for the “exodus” of 100,000 young Jews 
from Germany ($10,000,000 to be contributed in 
America and $5,000,000 in England). But the 
delegation will have to explain to their ‘“‘constitu- 
ency” at home, that whatever the sources of the 
planned fund, Washington made it clear that the 
Zionist movement and Jewish democracy in gen- 
eral will have to be reckoned with. Any attempt 
to introduce wasteful duplication and bureaucrat- 
ic methods in Palestine work, or to limit the Jew- 
ish Agency’s sphere of competence, will meet with 
serious resistance. 


Backing the League's Passivity ? 


A NEW High Commissioner for Refugees com- 

ing from Germany has been appointed to 
succeed James G. McDonald who recently re- 
signed. There is nothing attractive in this burden- 
some and thankless office and there is every reason 
to assume that Major General Sir Neill Malcolm, 
in accepting the League of Nations’ appointment, 
was moved by no other than purely humanitarian 
considerations. As to his fitness one can say noth- 
ing at this moment, since we do not know who the 
General was in his civil and political life. Besides, 
there are no definite criteria to test the qualifica- 
tions required for such a unique position. From 
the London press we learn that to his excellent 
military qualities Sir Neill ‘adds a fund of Scot- 
tish common sense” and the Beaverbrook Evening 
Standard characterizes him as “‘a shrewd business 
man,” an authority on Chinese art and owner of 
a rich collection of Chinese porcelain. There is, 
to be sure, nothing objectionable in a British sol- 
dier’s being an expert in Oriental art; common 
sense is good in itself, whether it is Scottish or 
Irish and a combination of military virtues with 
the gifts of a “shrewd business man” is rather 
intriguing. 

These characteristics neither qualify nor dis- 
qualify him for the more than complicated func- 
tions of the League’s High Commissioner, Mr. 
McDonald, everyone knows, left his office in a 
state of complete hopelessness. What is the new 
Commissioner going to do after McDonald’s un- 
successful efforts? 


“Personally, I have no policy,” Sir Neill said 
in his first statement to the press with a modesty 
reminding one of a minor civil-service man. But 
he knows that the League is to deal solely with 
the political and legal status of the refugees, that 
it has nothing to do with the domestic policy of 
Germany, and that subsequently he will deal with 
persons only “when they become refugees and not 
before.” Of course, there is no surprise in this 
conception of the League, as interpreted anew by 
Sir Neill. The League is ready to do some ‘“‘am- 
bulance service’ for the already prostrated vic- 
tims of frenzied driving, but it claims to have no 
power to influence the drivers themselves in order 
to prevent the “occurrence of accidents.”” The 
newly appointed High Commissioner is naturally 
not in a position to change this attitude of the 
League or to endow it with the power it lacks. 


But there is something Geneva could, at least, 
try to do without interference with the sacred and 
inalienable rights of the Third Reich in its do- 
mestic affairs. Unfortunately there is every in- 
dication that in the near future the neighboring 
European countries will see new multitudes of 
Jewish fugitives from Germany. The majority 
of them will probably be utterly destitute. Some- 
thing will have to be done to readjust the uprooted 
human beings to self-supporting economic life and, 
in most cases, to transplant them to oversea coun- 
tries and particularly to Palestine. Where are the 
financial means to come from? Sir Neill takes it 
for granted that, to quote his own words, “since 
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the League is not a charitable institution, since it 
has no money to deal with those things, and they 
are not its affairs, all questions of monetary as- 
sistance we are leaving to private (alias Jewish) 
charitable organizations.” That Geneva has no 
money for “‘those things,” is an open secret. But 
we do remember that some years ago the League 
nevertheless succeeded in mobilizing about fifty 
million dollars as an international loan for the 
repatriation of Greeks from certain Turkish prov- 
inces, The League also rendered some substantial 
financial assistance (in a “‘broker’s” capacity) for 
the settlement of homeless Armenians in Syria. 


Political Game of ° 


WHEN (with its left hand) the Palestine 
Government announced new sale restrictions 
on land and (with its right hand) reaffirmed its 
support of Jewish immigration, one could hear 
almost audibly a derisive echo of “stalemate.” 
Yet Article Six of the Mandate still obligates the 
British Government to encourage the settlement 
of Jews in Palestine. Mr. MacDonald’s letter to 
Weizmann still records that land sale control 
would be regulative, not prohibitory. The present 
purpose is to prohibit the sale of land by owners 
unless they have a certain minimum indispensable 
for livelihood. It is meant to protect Arabs from 
selling their subsistence areas to Jews. How can 
anyone decently object to social legislation of this 
kind? Must we not recognize inalienable subsis- 
tence areas, we who speak of an Arab-Jewish 
understanding, or take the consequences of living 
side by side with impoverished Arabs? 

But before we examine the case of the “landless 
Arab’, we might well inquire about the landown- 
ing class, the Effendis, whose old propaganda 
against land sales to Jews constitutes the better 
part of British agrarian enlightenment in Pales- 
tine. Owning vast stretches of soil; extracting 
heavy rents from their fellaheen for spending in 
Beirut, Cairo and Paris; lending money to fella- 
heen at an annual rate of some 30%—the Effendis 
are natural enemies of land sales to Jews, if Jew- 
ish colonization is to mean an increasing new social 
consciousness among the Arab tenant farmers; ex- 
cept when the same Effendis are not averse to 
selling their estates (at enormous prices) through 
dummy partners, eliminating the risk of “‘nation- 
alist treason.” Certainly, we could fall in more 
heartily with progressive land legislation in Pal- 
estine, if the “liberalism” of the Government were 
not merely a decoy leading away from its manda- 
tory obligations. Consider a happy situation 
wherein tenants and squatters in Palestine cannot 
be dispossessed, but where an obsolete Turkish 
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Why was the League, a “charitable institution” 
when Greeks and Armenians were concerned, and 
why does it limit its functions to those of a “‘pass- 
port bureau” at this moment, when hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish men and women are forced 
to resort to the wanderer’s staff? 

There is not the slightest reason for making 
the new High Commissioner responsible for the 
League’s financial aloofness in regard to the Jew- 
ish plight. But there is neither Scottish nor any 
other common sense in his trying to justify the 
League’s passivity in the face of such an unusually 
grave situation. 


‘Landless Arabs” 


tax system will allow landowners to hang on to 
uncultivated areas in a game of speculation. The 
Government can well begin to prove its sincerity 
by taxing such lands until its sale is forced into 
productive Arab and Jewish hands. 

But what about “landless Arabs”? When the 
Palestine Government compiled its list of fellaheen 
deprived of land by Jewish purchases, of the entire 
Arab population there were found all of 650 who 
in the course of ten years came into the category 
of landless. These were not the owners of the 
land sold to Jewish settlers, but were formerly 
exploited tenants. The Government has not yet 
succeeded in returning all these victims of Jewish 
expropriation from good city jobs to swampy 
lands. The few hundred truly landless and job- 
less were resettled by a government surplus made 
possible, in fact, by Jewish activity. 

Through no honest proof has the Government 
shown that its basic intention is a contribution to 
land reform. The negative character of its new 
decree is as plain as its desire to conciliate Arab 
opinion by a “protective” land policy which would 
dislocate economic activity in Palestine. The dis- 
placement of Arab workers by Jewish workers is 
a myth, the fiction of a political game. Fellaheen 
have always been exploited and expropirated, but 
by their own Effendis. With Jewish colonization, 
conditions changed sufficiently to produce a higher 
standard of living for all the inhabitants of Pales- 
tine. What else can explain a rising Arab birth- 
rate and decreasing deathrate? What else will 
explain the fact that Syria’s population which is 
only three times that of Palestine has been losing 
by emigration eight times as many Arabs, while 
at the same time Palestine has experienced an in- 
flux of Arabs from all surrounding countries? If 
these are symptoms of Jewish expropriation, then 
the Effendis and Arab masses do not measure 
their happiness by the same yardstick. 

The essence of the Zionist purpose is the settle- 
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ment of disinherited Jewish labor on land in con- 
formity with all ethical obligations. We have 
bought every dunam with the Jewish people’s 
money. We have invested the sweat of labor and 
applied a social conscience equalled in only a few 
other countries for the moment. We have been 
guilty of making our labor productive for the 
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whole community, Arab and Jewish. We have 
done all this openly, with the consent of the world. 
England has the momentary power to hamper our 
resettlement on the land. But the myth of “land- 
less Arabs” will remain an ill-chosen travesty with 
which to frustrate the hopes of the most landless 
of all peoples—the Jews. 


It Must Not Happen Here 


FASCISM AND THE JEWS 


WHILE that somewhat exotic and comfort- 
able magazine, Fortune, ends its scrutiny of 
anti-Semitism with the conclusion that it is a very 
sick donkey, some of the loudest Jew-baiting con- 
tinues to bray obscenely under the name of ‘“‘Na- 
tional American”. This is the official organ of 
the Nazi “American National Labor Party’’, pub- 
lished by the Zenger Press, Inc., at 28 East 4th 
Street in New York. A tabloid weekly, it circu- 
lates unlike some German films in Rochester or 
filthy throwaways in Yorkville, without furtive 
precaution. Upon making a simple telephone call, 
without benefit of a single sleuth, Jewish Frontier 
was served in its own office at five cents a copy. 
As the “National American” tells the story of 
the political birth of a new American party, the 
movement started with the fruitless efforts made 
by the Friends of New Germany to establish itself. 
Anton Haegele led a separation from the Friends 
because he perspicaciously realized that due to 
some remaining American bias for representative 
government and its still hopelessly heterogeneous 
population the time was not yet ripe for “National 
Socialism”. In what he thought was the Amer- 
ican idiom, he founded the American National 
Socialist League, and on January 5, 1935 was 
historically nominated National Leader. With 
the exception of the irreducible minimum, the 
swastika, the symbol of race-consciousness, every 
importation from Germany was purged. Since the 
average American mind might confuse the concept 
of Socialism with “Jewish Communism” the party 
was called the American National Labor Party. 
Then the Deutscher Beobachter of New York was 
partly Anglicized into the ‘National American”. 
The program of the new party aims to create 
the “American National State.” It asks for “a 
new constitution”. It evinces respect for “re- 
sponsible leadership” and hatred for parliamen- 
tarianism. It asks that the government of the 
future should have power to drive workers on 
strike out of their houses. It states (impartially) 
that “if we would hang a Jew for exploiting our 


‘own kind.” 


American workers, we should lynch one of our 
Its political strategy looks to the 
forthcoming national elections, when Republicans 
and Democrats will overlook the possibility of 
defeat in local elections. In New York they plan 
to stress the injustice of a sales tax “of Jewish 
origin”. If the sales tax is scrapped and funds 
are necessary for relief, the 90% Jewish attended 
City College and other free institutions of higher 
learning should be closed. Of course, the Com- 
munist Party must be outlawed. But in the last 
analysis, the original contribution remains the 
political emblem of the swastika on the proposed 
ballot, and for the first time, a party on a racial 
platform. 

Are these Jew-baiters and political idiots a 
sinister menace? Perhaps. But there is still a 
balance in the symptomatic daily events of Amer- 
ican life. While Representative Marcantonio is 
taken into “protective custody” by New York's 
police, Harvard rejects anew the 25,000 marks 
of a Hanfstaengl. Sinclair Lewis, who knows aver- 
age America with genius, warns us that fascism is 
not born overnight, that it comes on cats’ feet, 
through a national state of mind. We are ex- 
periencing a stage of gag bills, teachers’ oaths, 
vigilante committees and a national fear psychol- 
ogy fed by the Hearsts. Even against such 
odds, Jews should not rely on the protection of 
anti-Nazi bills like that of New York Senator 
Schwartzband, which would make incitement by 
reason of race, color or religion, illegal. We can- 
not legislate anti-Semitism out of existence. We 
have no guarantee that such legislation may not 
turn out to be a boomerang. Whatever the pros- 
pects, we do not want the protection of bills aimed 
at mere opinions and ideas. There is but one 
way: to fight fascism with practical political ideal- 
ism and dedication to social reconstruction. While 
the bitter struggle is on, we believe in the therapy 
of throwing into bright daylight the obscenities 
of abnormal minds and of political jackanapes. 
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VIGILANTES OF CALIFORNIA 


HE Vigilantes of California fear nothing so 

so much as the fact that Alabama is still 
managing to keep the top position in the race 
for Number One Fascist State. Tom Mooney is 
old stuff; Hearst is rarely at San Simeon; Harry 
Bridges will not let himself be maneuvered into 
affording pretexts for violence; no one has offered 
his neck for a noose in six months. All in all, the 
Scottsboro case is worth more, in terms of cold 
cash publicity, than the whole mess of Californian 
sun-kissed models of Nazism. For a brief while 
however, there was a chance that California might 
forge ahead. In the best Hollywood manner, 
the police of Los Angeles accompanied by tin- 
hatted veterans of Foreign Wars stationed them- 
selves at strategic points along the border counties 
and turned back all tramps, hitch-hikers, rod- 
riders and other itinerants who could not show 
acceptable evidence of self-support. The red- 
baiting chief-of-police of Los Angeles, James 
Davis, has also instructed his border legions to 
take finger-prints of the transients before return- 
ing them to the highway. 

Los Angeles claims that this is the only way it 
can protect itself from the horde of hoboes who 
seek a softer climate for the winter. ‘The tax- 
payers of this deflated city refuse to bear the bur- 
den of the nation’s bums,” it is explained. Of 
course, the same objection is not raised in the 
fruit-picking season when itinerants are quite 
necessary to salvage California’s golden crop. 
The organized planters and Chambers of Com- 


merce of this state have just defeated a plan of 
the Federal Rural Resettlement Bureau to build 
some twenty camp villages to house and feed the 
migrant workers between harvests. California pre- 
fers, in the best tradition of the rugged individual- 
ism of states, to let the ‘“‘other’’ states take care 
of the folk who are hoboes in winter and hands 
in the harvest season. The little matter of con- 
stitutional rights does not seem to bother Chief 
Davis and his blue coats. Only rich men have 
the right to sleep under a bridge it seems. The 
Supreme Court has opened the way for lesser 
minions of the law to suspect tha? the Constitution 
is mainly to protect property and only incidentally 
to preserve human rights. 

The American Civil Liberties Union is still 
looking for the best legal means of testing this 
immigration bar before the courts. Civil suits 
for damages against the Los Angeles police seem 
the only recourse—but it is doubtful that a Los 
Angeles jury will award damages to vagrants. 
Another possible loop-hole for action has been 
found in the instructions of the chief-of-police 
to his border patrols calling for the corralling 
and reshipping of the itinerants in freight cars 
provided by railroads. This it seems is a viola- 
tion of the Interstate Commerce Commission reg- 
ulations, Whatever the approach, it is certain 
that the issue will be brought to court and it will 
be seen whether the depression has brought us to 
a state of anarchy that permits even a chief-of- 
police to interpret the sovereign law of the land. 


Ill 
TOWARD A MORE DEMOCRATIC AMERICA 


F “Jews in America”, published in February 

Fortune, is truly representative of American 
liberal sentiment, then the prospects for a hopeful 
solution of the Jewish-American problem are ra- 
ther gloomy. To be sure, the Fortune article 
performs a useful service by exposing the tallacies 
of anti-Semitism and by proving conclusively that 
all talk of Jewish domination in America is con- 
trary to fact. It emphasizes that charges of Jew- 
ish clannishness, aggressiveness, sharp business 
practice, love of haggling, and lack of sensibility 
to the feelings of non-Jewish groups, are nothing 
more than crude rationalizations of ugly prejudice. 
And the article demonstrates that all current gos- 
sip concerning Jewish monopoly of economic op- 
portunities is downright poppycock: it points out 
that the great mass of the four and half million 
American Jews consists of exploited workers, em- 


ployed and unemployed. It shows that wealthy 
American Jews play a modest role in high finance, 
are insignificant in heavy industry, almost non- 
existent in shipping, transportation, rubber, coal, 
quite subordinate in the alcohol and tobacco trades, 
and virtually unrepresented in the chain-store busi- 
ness. Moreover, the Fortune study makes clear 
that contrary to the general impression, Jews do 
not control the book and press industry, nor even 
the radio and theatre. Even in the liberal pro- 
fessions of law and medicine, the Jewish role is 
relatively unimportant. In the radical movement, 
too, though unusually favorable factors propel 
Jews toward joining the Socialist and Communist 
parties, Jewish leadership and membership are 
far from controlling. Thus, only fifteen percent 
of the Communist party is Jewish. And though 
Jews, owing to historical accident, do crowd into 
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certain economic fields like the clothing industry, 
and monopolize some of the minor occupational 
provinces, (as the Fortune writer underscores) 
they certainly do not dominate the American scene. 


And yet, despite their able analysis of 
anti-Semitic misinformation and their sober ap- 
peal to fact, the authors of the Fortune article 
are themselves not free from some of the 
prejudices they attack. For Fortune, too, be- 
lieves Jews to be a “strange” people, more 
or less “outlanders” in America. Now Jews 
are no more outlandish or strange than Mr. 
Theodore Dreiser, Mr. Archibald MacLeish, 
or Mr. Hamilton Fish. They may indeed be 
unique insofar as they are, unlike the Japanese 
or the Scots, a people without a national homeland 
of their own. But Zionism undertakes to abolish 
that abnormality and the most vital elements in 
American Jewry are participating in the efforts to 
build up Eretz Israel. True, Jews don’t wish to 
be “absorbed”, but they constitute no “puzzle”, 
for there is no reason why Jews or any other 
group in America should wish to disappear as an 
entity in American life. The welfare of America 
does not require the subordination of all groups 
to a dominating single stock set up as the sole 
American type. As Fortune well perceives, the 
hope for an American democracy lies in a “‘tolera- 
tion and mutual respect”? among the constituent 
elements in the population, and all anti-Nazi and 
anti-Fascist minds should rally to that stand. 
Oddly enough, Fortune proclaims (we wonder in 
whose name?) as a “first condition” of Jewish 
survival “the quieting of Jewish apprehensiveness 
and the consequent elimination of the agggressive 
and occasionally provocative Jewish defence meas- 
ures.”” To Jewish ears, this pronunciamento has 
an all-too-familiar ring. It comes like an echo 
from a speech by Dr. Naumann or some of his 
Jewish confréres in America who likewise hold 
that by pursuing a policy of silence they will per- 
suade anti-Semitism obligingly to fade out of the 
landscape. They persisted in this pathetic belief 
even after Hitler came into power. By now, even 
Fortune should realize that such faith is a crazy 
looking-glass distortion of reality. Would the 
authors of the Fortune article simple-mindedly ad- 
vise American liberals to meet Hearst’s attacks on 
civil liberties with a dignified silence? Would he 
dare argue that to reply to Hearst will only en- 
danger freedom of speech? Hardly. Then why 
ask Jews to stop resisting Jew-baiting? Why label 
their self-defence ‘‘aggressive’? Why describe 
such measures as “provocative” of fascism and 
why maintain that Jewish resistance to animosities 
will unwittingly precipitate the very dangers which 
all liberals fear? In the face of Fortune’s 14% 
of Americans who think that in the long run 
Germany will be better off by driving out its Jews 
and in the face of the 31.4% of ‘“dispas- 
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sionate’ ones who just don’t know—no wonder 
that many Jews in America are asking whe- 
ther any place outside Jewish Palestine is really 
safe for the Jews. Anti-Semitism, whether reced- 
ing or rising in America, is a reality which not 
even Fortune can-afford to ignore. And obviously 
the only way to fight anti-Semitism is to fight anti- 
Semitism. As they forcefully put it: “Any na- 
tion which permits a minority to live in fear of 
persecution is a nation which invites disaster.” 
Cessation of fear can be accomplished not by a 
cowed submission of those who are attacked, but 
by a united counter-offensive against those who 
try to cause the fear. If liberal Americans (in- 
cluding contributors to Fortune) want to aid Jews 
in their war against prejudice and race-hatred, let 
them not be content with showing up anti-Semitism 
and telling Jews, in one and the same article, to 
“shush”. Above all, let liberal America liberate 
itself from the fascist psychology of dividing the 
American population into outsiders and insiders. 
Let it view with sympathy the activities of those 
groups who are striving to preserve their identity. 
Not by quieting Jewish and non-Jewish appre- 
hensiveness, but by rousing it, and at the same 
time transforming it into constructive action 
lies the solution of the Jewish problem, and the 
possibility of preserving and developing a more 
democratic America. 





MEMBERS URGED TO AT- 
TEND EXHIBIT OF PROPA- 
GANDA IN AMERICA WHICH 
INCITES RACIAL AND RE- 
LIGIOUS INTOLERANCE 

















T Housanps of specimens of un-American prop- 
aganda intended to incite racial and religious intolerance 
in the United States are being placed on exhibit by the 
Youth Division of the American Jewish Congress, at 
the GRAND STREET BOYS’ CLUB HOUSE, 106 W. 
55th STREET, N. Y. C. the week of MARCH 9, from 
noon to midnight daily. The items exhibited relate to 
publications and other types of un-American propaganda 
and are anti-Catholic, anti-Negro, anti-Semitic, anti- 
racial, anti-religious in content. 


SPECIAL departments are assigned to Nazi prop- 
aganda and other expressions of fascism in America. 
These items have been collected and assembled by mem- 
bers of several organizations of various faiths. It is the 
contention of the exhibit to prove beyond cavil the ex- 
istence of a menace to religious liberty in this country. 





YOU MUST NOT MISS THE EXHIBIT 





Tickets at 25c may be secured from Jewish Frontier 
(1225 Broadway, N. Y. C., or phone MUrray Hill 4-0858) 
or from the 


AMERICAN JEWISH 
YOUTH DIVISION AMERICAN JEV 
122 East 42nd Street (LExington 2-5850) 


(Discount to Organizations) 
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At the last session of the Council of the Histadrut, Com- 
rade H. Frumkin presented a careful analysis of the economic 
Status in Palestine as developed between 1932-36. We are 
printing his report in two installments. The present paper 
deals with general economic conditions. The second article, 
to be published in the April issue, will offer an accoun: of 
the labor situation and the Histadrut—THE EDITORS. 


WITHIN the last four years Jewish economic 
‘ life in Eretz Israel quickened rapidly. It 
absorbed many new immigrants and created a 
general expansion in Palestinian economy. And 
yet during the past few months, disturbing symp- 
toms of economic instability have obtruded 
themselves upon public attention. International 
political complications have occasioned a minor 
panic in the credit market. There occurred a 
restriction in the extension of credit; owners of 
capital became more cautious in their investments, 
and the shadow of unemployment began to menace 
the horizon. What does this retrogression por- 
tend? Have the economic absorptive processes in 
Palestine reached a saturation point? Has pro- 
duction outstripped consumption? Or is there not 
only no cause for alarm but rather sufficient 
ground to conclude that economic conditions will 
continue to be favorable for a steady increase in 
Jewish settlement? An anatomy of Palestine 
economy during 1932-1936 will help to clarify 
the situation. 


DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 


NE OF the most vital problems in Jewish 
economics is the maintaining of a wholesome 
numerical relationship between town and country. 
Since November 1931 the number of Palestinian 
Jews has increased from 174,610 to over 375,000. 
Where have the newcomers settled and what effect 
has their geographical distribution produced on 
the ratio between rural and city population? The 
following table answers these questions: 


























Percentage Percentage 
November of total Beginning of total 
1931 Yishuv 1936 Yishuv 
Tel Aviv and suburbs ..... 46,332 26.5% 135,000 36.0% 
Jerusalem and suburbs ..... 53,746 30.7% 70,000 18.7% 
Haifa and suburbs ........... 16,020 9.2% 50,000 13.3% 
Tiberias, Safed, Afule, 
Acre, Hebron.......... 8,618 5.0% 11,000 2.9% 
Total for urban centers..... 132,445 75.9% 284,000 75.7% 
Settlements and rural 
districts............. 42,155 24.1% 91,000 24.3% 
Total 174,610 375,000 





The table shows that the proportion between 
urban and rural communities has remained con- 
stant. In the beginning of 1932, 75.9 percent of 
the population was to be found in urban centers; 
today the figure is practically the same, standing 
at 75.5 percent. Considering each city individu- 
ally, we observe that Tel Aviv has absorbed an 
additional 90,000 persons, more than one-half of 
all the immigration entering the country during 
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THE FOUR 
FAT YEARS 


I: AN ANATOMY OF PALESTINE 
PROSPERITY 


® by H. Frumkin 


the four-year period. At the end of 1931, the 
city had a population of 46,332, representing 26.5 
percent of the entire yishuv, but by the beginning 
of 1936 its population had increased to about 135,- 
000 or, proportionately 36 perceftt of the yishuv. 
If, however, we examine the relative pace with 
which cities have grown since 1931, we find that 
Haifa heads the list, having absorbed in the same 
period an additional 34,000 inhabitants until their 
total now reaches 50,000. The increase in Jaffa 
centered chiefly in regions continguous to Tel 
Aviv. Jerusalem grew but little. Only during 
the last two years has immigration, especially Ger- 
man, begun to penetrate in considerable numbers 
into Jerusalem. Similarly no appreciable numer- 
ical changes in population are to be noted for the 
smaller urban centers: Tiberias, Safed, Afule, 


Hebron, etc. 


AGRICULTURE 


G TRANGELY enough this rapid growth in 

population has modified but slightly the econ- 
omico-occupational structure of the Yishuv (Jew- 
ish population). However, it has produced a dis- 
turbing effect upon Jewish farming. According to 
the government census, in November 1931 there 
were 12,306 Jewish wage-earners (employers, 
workers, and clerks) engaged in agriculture. To- 
gether with their dependents (women and chil- 
dren), they numbered 27,017, a total of 60 per- 
cent of the entire Jewish rural settlement. Cen- 
sus details do not clarify what specific work these 
agricultural wage-earners performed; they merely 
inform that 1,621 were citrus-grove owners, and 
that the rest were hired laborers, truck farmers, 
farmers’ sons, or persons who lived on workers’ 
farms. Now, despite the large increase in Jewish 
settlers since 1931, the number of agricultural 
wage-earners at the end of 1935 rose to only 22,- 
500—23,500. By adding to this number all de- 
pendents, the figures reach 50,500, or only 55% 
of the 91,000 living in agricultural settlements 
and on farms. In other words, there has been a 
decrease of 5 percent in agricultural wage-earners. 
At present the farm people represent 13.5 per- 
cent of the total Jewish population in Palestine, 
a decline of 1.9 percent since 1931. The figure 
of decline may seem small; but inasmuch as the 
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soundness of the Jewish economic structure de- 
pends on an increase in the numbers of those en- 
gaged in agriculture, the decrease becomes de- 
cidedly alarming. Fortunately the causes for de- 
cline in the farming population cannot be attribu- 
ted to lack of willingness and want of ability on 
the part of Jews to become farmers and certainly 
not to economic causes. On the contrary, the 
number of Jews who wish to become tillers of the 
soil is daily growing; and as to economic factors, 
the discovery of rich water supplies, improvements 
in conditions for intensified farming, and increased 
demand for agricultural products have opened 
up new agricultural resources. The decline has 
been caused solely by external factors, such as 
arbitrary governmental restriction on the immi- 
gration of workers indispensable to agriculture; 
refusal of farmers to employ Jewish labor; lack 
of tariff protection for agricultural products; ab- 
sence of adequate national credit, etc. Jewish 
plantation owners could easily have provided Jew- 
ish workers with at least 5,000 new jobs. An 
even larger number of Jewish workers might have 
been employed on Jewish farms were there sufh- 
cient national capital to invest in cooperatives. 
The lack of growth in Jewish farming population 
has thus been produced by artificial factors which 
a consistent, constructive policy can easily elimin- 
ate. 


WORKERS' FARMS 
ig IS of utmost significance that among the 10,- 
000 additional wage-earners which agriculture 
now boasts, almost one-half has been absorbed by 
labor cooperatives. In the beginning of 1932 the 
number of adults engaged in labor-agriculture 
ranged from 4,500-5,000, and now their ranks in- 
clude approximately 9,500, nearly double. The 
i00 percent increase grew from an investment of 
some $4,750,000. In striking contrast, the pri- 
vate industry of citrus-growing, representing an 
investment of $25,750,000, has absorbed only 
4,000 wage earners: 2,900 of them new grove- 
owners, and only 1,000 additional Jewish work- 
ers. Thus, the farming element would have 
shrunk alarmingly had it not been for the invest- 
ment of national capital and for labor that stood 
by us—that same agricultural labor which is so 
offensive to narrow partisans of private capital. 
But for the efforts of the Histadrut (labor organi- 
zation), the Halutz (pioneer), the Kibbutzim 
(cooperatives), and Moshavim (labor settle- 
ments), Jewish agriculture would be impotent and 
paltry, and our population would have assumed a 
strictly urban physiognomy with a meagre sprink- 
ing of Jewish citrus plantations, largely manned 
by low-paid Arab labor and containing a maximum 
of 30 to 50 percent of Jewish wage-earners. It is 
cooperative Jewish agricultural labor that has 
saved Zionism from economic, political, and moral 
bankruptcy. 
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INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS 
[NDUSTRY and crafts made great progress 
during the peak years 1932-1936. According 
to the government census of November 1931, in- 
dustry, crafts, quarries and mechanics furnished 
employment to 16,500 individuals who, with their 
dependents, numbered 42,770. About a quarter 
of all the wage-earners in the yishuv were then 
engaged in industry and crafts, and with their de- 
pendents they represented almost the same per- 
centage of the total Jewish population. How does 
this compare with the situation today? According 
to the statistics on industry and crafts compiled 
by the Jewish Agency at the end of 1933, this 
branch of activity provided occupation for 4,440 
owners, 850 members of their families, and 1,070 
clerks and mechanics, in all, 6,363 persons. Since 
the date when those statistics were taken, industry 
and crafts have developed by leaps and bounds. 
Additional capital amounting to approximately 
$13,750,000 has been invested and the number of 
owners, family members and clerks has grown 
proportionately until it now embraces about 8,000. 
Crafts and industry at present employ nearly 25,- 
000. To these figures should be added: men 
and women engaged in home-crafts who employ no 
hired labor, i.e., shoemakers, tailors, dressmakers, 
laundresses, hatmakers, watchmakers, etc. When 
these workers are included, the total number of 
people engaged in crafts and industry (workers, 
clerks, owners, etc.) can be set at 35,000; with 
their dependents they number 89,000 persons, 
which is 23.9 percent of the Jewish population in 
Palestine or approximately the same percentage 
as at the end of 1931. Thus crafts and industry 
played an extremely important part in the absorp- 
tion of new immigration, having furnished places 
to 46,730 new immigrants, of which 18,500 are 
heads of families. 

Notwithstanding this signal development, crafts 
and industry have not even begun to exploit all 
the rich new markets that have recently opened in 
Palestine: their progress has by no means been 
proportionate to increase in consumers’ demands. 
The opportunities for further expansi~ 1 have only 
just begun to be tapped. 


BUILDING 
THE rapid growth of the building trade has 


been a subject of endless controversy in Pal- 


estine. The Government census of 1931 states 
that building and public works occupied 6,511 per- 
sons: workers, clerks, mechanics and contractors. 
(The figure includes those out of work at the time 
of the census). With their dependents they num- 
bered about 19,000 or 9.77 percent of the total 
Jewish population. This figure can be estimated 
to have jumped by now to 50,000 or 13.2 percent 
of the Yishuv. A parallel drawn between this 
increase and the increase in population during the 
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last four years might, at first blush, justly damn 
the building trade for inordinate growth. As the 
figures stand, (13.2 percent in 1936 as opposed 
to 9.7 percent in 1931) they indeed seem startling 
—until one remembers the vicious limitations im- 
posed by the government on labor immigration 
and the farmers’ betrayal of Jewish labor—pro- 
cesses which hamstrung any substantial assimila- 
tion of Jewish labor in the agricultural as well as 
in other economic fields. Ironically enough the 
Government and the Farmers’ Federation describe 
the numerical increase of constructional labor as 
an economic blight: yet the blight consists not in 
the actual numerical increase of building trade 
workers as in the small numbers absorbed by agri- 
culture and other economic fields—a state of af- 
fairs for which the Government and the farmers 
are in no small measure responsible. If the Gov- 
ernment and the farmers had employed another 
ten thousand workers, (which they could easily 
have done) then the percentage of the entire pop- 
ulation engaged in the building trade would have 
decreased commensurately, and the building 
trade’s growth in the last few years would have 
been proportionate to the rate of growth in other 
fields. However, there is no sound reason for 
bemoaning the large numbers in the building trade. 
Palestine is a country passing through a period 
of economic rebirth. Every new immigrant im- 
plies a new dwelling-place, every new undertaking 
requires a building, every new social unit must 
have roads and works. Even today dwellings in 
urban centers in Palestine are more crowded (two 
and a half persons to a room) than in England or 
Germany (one person to a room). Palestine, and 
in particular Jewish Palestine, suffers from a lack 
of dwellings and public buildings. The present 
period, devoted to the construction and entrench- 
ing of Jewish economy and the yishuv, necessitates 
extensive building operations and a high percen- 
tage of persons engaged in building. 


TRANSIT AND TRANSPORT 
HERE has been an appreciable increase in the 
number of wage-earners engaged in transit 
and transport work. The government census of 
November 1931 reports 3,278 to have been in 
the trade: 1,790 in road transport (chauffeurs, 
cabbies, clerks in transport company offices, etc.), 
629 porters and messengers, 403 postal and tele- 
graph employees, 275 railway workers, 111 ship- 
owners and agents, boatmen and dock laborers, 61 
road and bridge repairers. With their dependents 
they numbered 9,629 or 5.5 percent of the total 
Jewish population. 

Improved general economic conditions, large- 
scale orange growing, demand for better delivery 
facilities in the orange-growing zones, improve- 
ment of roads to accommodate larger vehicles, pop- 
ularization of travelling and touring, increased 
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building activity, etc., have all been factors condu- 
cive to an appreciable swelling in the number of 
Jewish wage-earners engaged in this type of work. 
They are now estimated to be 8,500 or, including 
dependents, 25,000, i.e., 6.6 percent of the total 
population, or 1.1 percent more than in Novem- 
ber 1931. Transit and transport, like other fields, 
has not yet assimilated the full quota of wage- 
earners. Its potential capacity, in consequence of 
facilities for work newly created through Jewish 
economic progress and endeavor, admits a large 
increase of new workers. Jewish efforts to obtain 
some of the jobs connected with maritime traffic 
have fallen pitifully short of the mark. In the 
ports the Jewish worker is still denied opportunity 
to work; only 8 percent of all railway employees 
are Jewish; the transport of many types of build- 
ing material, i,e., stone and zifzif, indispensible 
to Jewish building, are exclusively retained in non- 
Jewish hands. Maritime shipping and docking 
remain strongholds that Jews in Palestine have 
not sufficiently penetrated. Transit and transport 
both on land and sea are therefore another of the 
fields which, in view of the amount of Jewish in- 
vestment sustaining them, should today afford a 
livelihood for several thousand more Jewish wage- 
earners than they do. 

A collation of the percentages of wage-earners 
in other countries engaged in transport work is 
instructive: In England the figure stands at 8.7 
percent; in America at 9.1 percent; in Holland at 
7.9 percent, in Australia at 9 percent, in Belgium 
at 9.6 percent, and in Palestine, as regards the 
Jewish population, at 5.8 percent. The cause for 
the comparatively small percentage of Jewish par- 
ticipation in transport work is neither abstruse nor 
obscure: Jewish transport has been defrauded 
from its right to penetrate various occupations to 
which it should enjoy a right of entry. 


ADMINISTRATIVE JOBS 


i ieee has been a slight decrease in the num- 

ber of government jobs filled by Jews. Ac- 
cording to the 1931 census, 1903 Jewish wage- 
earners were government employees; they repre- 
sented 2 percent of the total number of Jewish 
wag-earners in the country, or, with their depend- 
ents, 1.9 percent of the entire yishuv. Today the 
number of government employees is estimated at 
from 1,700 to 2,000,i.e., 1.4 percent of all Jewish 
wage-earners. ‘Together with their dependents 
they represent the same percentage, 1.4 of the 
total Jewish population. In November 1931, 419 
Jews and an additional 78 watchmen were em- 
ployed by the police department. The report of 
the Agency Executive (Hanhalat Hasochnut) to 
the last Zionist Congress (August 1935) discloses 
that only 286 Jews were engaged in police work 
Assuming that this number has recently been aug- 
mented, and including in our calculation the number 
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of watchmen, the total rises to 400, a figure small- 
er than the one for 1931, despite the fact that the 
ranks of the police and watchmen have grown 
considerably since that time. In November 1931, 
510 Jews were civil service employees; their num- 
ber has since increased but little. Municipalities 
and rural administrations employed 283 Jews in 
1931. This number has since been greatly aug- 
mented as a result of increased activities in the 
Tel Aviv municipality, settlement councils, etc. In 
other words, additional administration employ- 
ment has occurred only in Jewish municipal insti- 
tutions. Thus, in administration and police ac- 
tivities, Jews in Palestine have not obtained the 
deserts their economic and social importance 
warrants. 


THE LIBERAL PROFESSIONS 
ONFUTING the current opinion that profes- 
sional classes have acquired disproportionate 
numerical strength in the last few years, the liberal 
professions show a decrease. True, medicine has 
been enriched with many new servitors: the total 
number is estimated today at 4,000, a marked 
contrast to the 1,748 reported in 1931. Public 
school teachers, however, have not increased pro- 
portionately to the increase in population. In 1931 
the Jewish Agency and private schools employed 
1,670 teachers; in 1934, according to a govern- 
ment report, the figure stood at 2,101, i.e., an in- 
crease of 26 percent compared with a go percent 
increase in population. The legal profession 
(lawyers and their assistants) has swelled its 
ranks only proportionately to the increase in pop- 
ulation. The same can be said of the clerical pro- 
fession. The reason for this case is to be found 
in the disparity between recent immigration and 
the older: the latter contains a much larger 
number of religious elements in Jerusalem, Safed, 
Tiberias, etc. In the fine arts, the opposite ob- 
tains. The number of writers, musicians, actors, 
etc., has enlargened considerably; it is now com- 
puted at about 3,000. But the total number of 
wage-earners engaged in liberal professions is es- 
timated at 13,500, which represents a smaller per- 
centage of the population than in 1931. 
The table below shows at a glance the occu- 
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pational structure of the yishuv at the end of 1931 
and in the beginning of 1936. 

These figures emphasize that, excluding the 
field of agriculture, the phenomenal increase in 
Jewish settlement during the last four years has 
not seriously altered the economic structural 
growth of Jewish Palestine. The percentage of 
Jewish agricultural workers has fallen off for 
causes unrelated to economic circumstances but 
residing in the arbitrary bounds set on Jewish la- 
bor and production. There are plenty of bright 
spots: about 90,000 additional workers have been 
integrated in industry, agriculture, transport, and 
civil service. The building trade has absorbed a 
further 30,000 workers. The percentage of per- 
sons employed in the liberal professions, far from 
being augmented, has slightly decreased. 


CAPACITY EXCEEDS ASSIMILATION 
[FOUBILESS every effort should be extended 

toward consolidation of our economic posi- 
tions all along the line. This end must be gained 
primarily through laying firmer agricultural and 
industrial foundations. Jewish agriculture, indus- 
try and transport have displayed great capacity 
for self-development and the character of recent 
immigration has evidenced ability for necessary 
occupational adjustment. There is room in the 
present framework of Jewish economy for tens 
of thousands of new workers and the Jewish 
people should take more active steps for the econ- 
omic development of their homeland. 

Palestine has not deceived those who pinned 
their faith on its economic possibilities. It has 
bountifully responded to efforts of pioneer farm- 
ing and has demonstrated that it offers a great fu- 
ture for Jewish industrial enterprise. An analysis 
of consumers’ needs, demands in the building 
trade, and possibilities in various fields of industry 
exhibit one and the same picture: a multitude of 
opportunities as yet neither capitalized nor ade- 
quately worked. World Jewry should respond to 
the economic call of Palestine. If it will not 
rapidly proceed with the necessary rescue work 
for the Jewish people, there is no telling what 
heavy price it may have to pay in the immediate 
future for its delays. 














PROVIDERS POPULATION 
(Providers & their dependents) 
End 1931 Beg. 1936 End 1931 Beg. 1936 
Number Number Number Number 
i % of % of % of % of 
Agriculture ........ 12,306 18.5 23,000 16.1 27,017 15.6 50,500 13.5 
Building .............. 6,511 9.8 19,000 13.3 16,948 9.7 49,600 i3.2 
Industry .............. 16,455 24.6 35,000 24.5 42,770 24.5 89,500 23.9 
Transport 
_& Transit ...... 3,278 49 8,500 5.9 9,629 5:5 25,000 6.6 
Lib. Prof. pectecaree 7,442 11.1 13,500 9.4 17,490 10.0 31,800 8.5 
Admin. & Army.. 1,303 2.0 2,000 1.4 3,428 2.0 5,200 1.4 
47,295 70.9 101,000 70.6 117,282 67.2 67.1 
Commerce ............ 10,919 16.4 33,796 19.4 
Housework seesieee 3,398 p Is | 42,000 29.4 5,264 3.0 123,400 32.9 
REI ere ae 5,071 7.6 18,268 10.4 
j | Geeeneneeaeeneees 66,683 143,000 174,610 375.000 
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Our Children are 
Hungry in Poland 


® by Jakob Lestshinsky 


—W arsaw 


Violence, 


RAGEDY stalks Polish Jewry. 

student disturbances, persecutions, discrimina- 
tion, scorn and derision come from without; des- 
pair and frustration reign within. 

Constructive work and preparation for the fu- 
ture are impossible without spiritual tranquility, 
without faith that the next day will be brighter 
and easier. Whence can Polish Jewry draw this 
tranquility and faith? 

Dissension is rampant in Jewish ranks. The 
five Jewish deputies in the Sejm and Senate have 
split into two factions, thus creating two political 
spokesmen for Polish Jewry. These two groups 
conduct their work in a manner to provoke 
mockery from outsiders and to create bitterness 
from within. 

One might expect these representatives, who 
draw handsome salaries, to verify the occurrence 
of any anti-Semitic excess by a personal visit to 
the site of the event and to present a detailed 
and exact account to the Sejm. One would expect 
that these ‘“‘representatives of the people’? would 
send investigators to gather data so that those 
guilty of the brutality could be prosecuted to the 
fullest extent. One might believe that those office- 
holders would have in their files adequate records 
of anti-Semitism in Poland. One might believe 
that they have established proper connections with 
the Jewish community so that the latter could feel 
the presence of protectors and counsel. 

This is not the case. 

Rot, careerism, lust for personal pleasure and 
intrigue afflict the communal life and political at- 
mosphere of Polish Jewry. 

But it is not of these festering sores on the 
body of Polish Jewry that I now wish to write. 
I consider it a duty to call for help, to face 
world Jewry and shout: Save the Jewish children 
of Poland! 

At least one third of Jewry is threatened with 
the danger of growing up sick and despondent. 
At least one third of the children are literally 
starving. They go to school or are found in the 
streets without breakfast; they frequently go to 
bed without supper; they eat meat once or twice 
a week; butter is totally absent from their diet; 
of milk they can only dream; a week with sufh- 
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cient bread is a week of joy, but such weeks are 
scarce. 

They are stunted, wizened and pale, consump- 
tively weak and listless. 

Two-thirds of the children, to the age of 15, 
constitute an army of 600,000. The other third 
suffering actual hunger numbers 300,000 children, 
and it is they whom we must rescue from sheer 
physical extinction. 

Here are some cases described by TOZ, the 
Polish Jewish health society, which investigated 
a great number of families in a survey of the 
needs of the community. 

“Family B. A small shop with a street entrance. The 
shop has a porch on which fully eight persons sleep—the 
parents and six children. The children are skeletons. 
Little Shmulick, sick all winter, is worse than the rest. 
The father is an unemployed shoemaker, 

“Family K. An old-fashioned Hebrew teacher, unem- 
ployed, his cheder closed. Evicted for non-payment of 
rent, he received a free room—a windowless cellar—from 
the landlord. In the wall the only opening is a small coal 
chute, which is now boarded up to prevent draft. There 
are two beds with filthy bedding; a bench, small table, and 
cabinet. Eight persons live here. Two children and the 
mother are sick in bed. Two children went out to look 
for food in the street. If they find some, they will bring 
it home; if not, the entire family will fast. 

“Family G. Unemployed tailor, just out of the hospital. 
The oldest boy, 14, is too weak to stand on his feet. Six 
children, dirty, neglected, wearing rags, roll on the floor. 
The mother supports the family by making house-slippers. 
which she herself sells on the streets. All are tubercular. 

“Family P. Eight persons—five children, a grandmother 
and parents. Living in a kitchen rented from a family 
poorer than themselves. The two youngest children, 10 
and 11, look like 6 and 7. The father had a second-hand 
clothing store, but was forced to close it; he now buys 
and sells old clothes in the street. However, most of the 
time he is sick in bed and cannot go to market. The 
mother, short of stature, repairs old linens; she earns a 
grush a day, which does not suffice for bread. The family 
is always hungry.” 

I can continue this list indefinitely. These fam- 
ilies are not exceptional cases. In Warsaw alone 
such families are found by the thousands. 

Reports from provincial towns are enough to 
drive one to utter despair. Grodna informs the 


central office of TOZ: 

“The feeding of school children in Grodna is 
of vital importance. Daily, hundreds of children 
come hungry. From our investigation we learned 
that 57% of the boys and 39% of the girls are 
greatly underweight; 48% of the boys suffer from 
undernourishment; 12% are in the ages suscep- 
tible to tuberculosis; 21% are anemic.” 

From Vilna: “Vilna is hungry! 80% of the 
children in the schools are tubercular or anemic. 
Hunger is at the root of this. The pupils come 
to school unfed. In Vilna alone there are 2500 
starving children. Help is urgently needed. 
Nearly 1000 of the 2500 receive food in school. 
They are all from the very poorest strata: 20% 
are from unemployed families; 30% declassed; 
20% street peddlers; 20% home artisans and 
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10% from unemployed intelligentsia.” Investiga- 
tion reveals that many are living in dark cold 
cellars. The children lack blood and are inclined 
toward tuberculosis. The letter ends with the 
following sentence: ‘“The 40 babies in our nursery 
are also underfed.” 

We must remember that no city in the world 
matches Vilna in its impoverished intelligentsia. 
Teachers, journalists, scientists and cultural work- 
ers have been starving for years. They have been 
suffering the pains of deprivation patiently, with- 
out a ray of hope penetrating the gloom. Hunger 
is spreading constantly. The Polish municipality 
curtailed its support of Jewish schools. The Ke- 
hilla does not pay the allocated amounts, as the 
communities are poor. The school authorities 
are faced with the dilemma of closing the schools 
or continuing without paying teachers. Both are 
done—schools are being locked up and teachers 
work without pay. 

Despite this, Vilna—this poverty-stricken Vilna 
—that is crashing under the weight of misfortune 
and starvation, feeds a thousand children through 
charity. But 1,000 still lack the glass of milk and 
bit of bread that is given daily to the “lucky” 
thousand. 

From Rozen we hear that: “Investigation re- 
vealed that the state of health of the school chil- 
dren is terrible, catastrophic. We began by col- 
lecting money through a chain* in the papers. 
We received a quantity of flour from the mill 
owners.” 

Wohlkowitz writes: . . . “76% of our children 
are stricken with anemia, tuberculosis and swollen 
glands. Parents send their children to school with- 
out a glass of tea or bite of food. It is imperative 
that we begin feeding in the schools ‘Yavneh’ and 
‘Tarbut’, and in the Talmud Torahs; 300 children 
require altogether about £25 per month. If we 
do not receive at least half this amount from you 
every month, we cannot even begin.” 

I have letters from Prozan, Kremnitz, Jatl, 
Lodmir, Rovna, Kurtz, Sokal, Radom, Ostra and 
scores of other cities in all parts of Poland. 

The committee in Sokal writes: ‘Until now 
we gave our children not only breakfast, but also 
lunch. Now, it is doubtful whether we can con- 
tinue giving even breakfast—a glass of milk and 
some bread. The food is given at eleven o'clock, 
so as to serve for both breakfast and lunch.”’ 

This is the state we have reached. We tax our 
ingenuity to make one meal do for two. We 
starve the children until eleven o’clock so that they 
will be satisfied until they leave school. Satisfied 
with a glass of milk and a piece of bread. From 
the figures given in the letter, I calculate that 
eight grush per month are needed for feeding each 
child. 


*An open letter in the newspaper announcing a contribution 
and calling upon others to give too. 
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The letter from Chenstohov is shocking: 600 
children require feeding; 65% are children of un- 
employed; 35% are barefoot; 50% come to school 
hungry; 30% do not eat meat even once a week; 
12% sleep on floors for lack of a bed. Similar 
letters come from Lodz, Shadlatz, Biala, and 
other localities, where the unemployed and poor 
intelligentsia constitute 30-40% of the Jewish 
population. These 30-40% are incapable of sup- 
plying their children with as much as a slice of 
bread. From all sections of Poland we hear the 
call for help: “Save our children! Save our chil- 
dren from the terrors of tuberculosis, of broken 
bodies and tortured souls! Save them from a life 
of degeneration — give them a chance to live! 
Have mercy on the sucklings, help us give their 
mothers a glass of milk a day!” 


NEED prevails everywhere; the situation is des- 

perate. But fortunately, Polish Jewry, 
which is struggling with the bitterness of poverty, 
sinking deeper and deeper into the mire of want, 
this Polish Jewry realizes that a people that sur- 
renders its children surrenders all. There is no fu- 
ture for a people that is unconcerned about its 
children. The Jews of Poland are exerting every 
ounce of energy, and with superhuman strength 
are stealing food from their own mouths so they 
can maintain institutions, nurseries, summer 
camps, and schools. 

An example not only of physical reclamation, 
but also of a healthy spiritual training is em- 
bodied in the Medem Sanatorium near Warsaw. 
The saying that a child is born anew in this insti- 
tution is not an idle remark. The child becomes 
not only a new being that eats with gusto, plays 
in the fresh air, and sleeps on a clean bed in a 
well-ventilated room but his existence is renewed 
and purified; his eyes see new worlds; his heart 
awakens to new desires to live and enjoy life. 

Before us is a lad of six, Shmueli, swaddled in 
hardship since birth. He has never seen a bright 
day during his brief existence. His tubercular 
mother who lost all hope of recovery, lies in a 
hospital. His father disappeared and all efforts 
to locate him have failed. Shmueli was reared in 
an orphanage, from which he was taken by his 
aging grandfather, a pauperized Jew. The boy was 
to be found more often in the market than at 
home. When he wanted to eat, he sneaked into 
a store and purloined some bread to still his hun- 
ger. Small, skinny, eyes full of fear, he entered 
the sanatorium—to be reborn! 

Shmueli loves songs—he learns them quickly 
and sings them nicely; his social instincts have 
been aroused; he learns to differentiate between 
his own property and that of others. Shmueli 
loves children and they love him. The changes 
in the boy are visible day by day. 

Two hundred children are undergoing a metam- 
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orphosis in the sanatorium; thousands have gone 
through in the past. The experiences of a child 
in the institution are indelibly recorded on his 
mind—he will never forget that one month of 
extreme happiness. 

I was greatly impressed by a play composed 
and enacted by the children—how much im- 
agination poured forth from the tiny heads, 
gathered from the damp cellars and dirty streets 
of Warsaw! A sense of color, rhythm. What 
understanding of song and dance, what talent lies 
hidden in these waifs! I could tell hundreds of 
stories about these children of the Medem Sana- 
torium which has not only rescued them physically, 
but raised them to a human level. 

An indication of the atmosphere prevailing in 
the Sanatorium is given in the story of a Chris- 
tian boy, the son of a Polish socialist. The boy 
had been found guilty of anti-Semitic acts in 
school and his father, who had heard of the 
Medem Sanatorium, sent him there. The boy 
wailed, cursed, yelled that he didn’t want to go 
‘among Jews.” Within a week, he was partici- 
pating in their work, discussions, games and hikes. 
After two months he left the place, a completely 
changed youngster. 
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The Medem Sanatorium is an exemplary in- 
stitution, known to all Polish teachers and also to 
those in foreign countries. Its financial situation is 
very grave since the city is slashing its contribu- 
tions; soon nothing will remain to be curtailed. 
The health fund is decreasing the number of chil- 
dren it will support; it is unnecessary to add that 
parents cannot afford to contribute. How the insti- 
tution survives is a secret known only to those in 
charge; the fact remains that the teachers are 
not paid and money is unearthed by stubborness 
and devotion. 

TOZ is known for its widespread service 
throughout Poland. Health and nutrition work 
are but part of its program. This year TOZ con- 
ducted summer camps for 10,000 children. From 
the hygienic viewpoint, these canfps were manged 
superbly. In the winter, TOZ feeds thousands 
of school children. 

Aside from TOZ, other organizations such as 
ZSA, Tarbut, and Schulkult also provide meals 
for pupils. All are laboring under severe handi- 
caps, blind as to what the next day will bring, 
saddled in debt and—hoping. However, all com- 
bined do not relieve more than 10% of the Jew- 
ish children in Poland. 


For a National Culture 


THE Zionist task of the individual Jew does 
not end with his arrival in a Palestinian har- 
bor. It really begins there. The problem is 
not merely, how shall the Jewish masses be 
brought to Palestine, but above all, how shall 
they be shaped into a people when they have 
settled there. Strangely enough, this aspect of 
our task is hardly ever discussed seriously by Zion- 
ists. We rejoice in the high figures that immigra- 
tion has reached in recent years, but we fail to 
see that the essential proof of the success of Zion- 
ism is in its ability to mould a unified people. 
What are the implications and practical con- 
sequences of this difficult task? Thousands of 
species of plant life may bloom in a single meadow 
but they all grow on a common soil and ripen in 
the same sun. This is equally true of a people. 
A people must have a common soil of physical 
and spiritual heritage. Herzl believed that the 
‘common enemy” had shaped us into nationhood. 
Whether this is an adequate interpretation of our 
diaspora existence I do not know. It is certain, 
however, that it will not suffice for Palestine 
where anti-Semitism is less keenly felt. A purely 
negative factor cannot be the common soil which 
we need for our existence there. 
A few centuries ago the Jewish people still 
possessed a positive common soil. In the sixteenth 
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century Rabbi Moshe Isserles of Cracow corres- 
ponded with Rabbi Joseph Caro of Safed, whom 
he had never met, about problems vexing the Jew- 
ish life of their time. Geographical remoteness, 
which was more formidable than today was 
no handicap. The Jews of Cracow and Safed 
breathed the same intellectual atmosphere. In 
the eighteenth century, however, centrifugal 
forces appeared in our cultural being, which grew 
steadily stronger until the beginning of the twen- 
tieth century. Today our problem is whether we 
shall be able to muster centripetal forces sufh- 
ciently effective to check these tendencies. Pales- 
tine must solve this problem for the entire Jewish 
people. 
II 

National unity is not to be confused with uni- 
formity. The abundance of forms which Jewish 
life has assumed, the influence which it has assimil- 
ated in various countries, including Palestine, are 
a promise of possibilities in store. We, more 
than any other people, are a nation of tribes. 
Bialik was wont to allude to the potentialities of 
this cultural heterogeneity. He encouraged the 
youth of the Sephardic community in Palestine to 
preserve its heritage and traditions. A false unity 
often stifles promising potentialities. This may 
be seen in those young Yemenites who emulate 
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European Jews, because they consider theirs 
a higher type of culture. Such emulation is often 
a culturally destructive force. But when the 
Yemenite Jew turns to his own traditions, when 
he turns proudly to the study of his Hebrew poets 
like Schalom Scharabi, the result is cultural ex- 
pansion and enrichment. As his “tribal” cultural 
heritage is essentially Jewish, in cultivating these 
“tribal” values (the Jewish equivalent of ‘“region- 
al”) the Yemenite Jew helps to consolidate the 
common cultural base. 
III 

On the other hand, when a “tribal” heritage 
is poor in Jewish substance and rich in non-Jewish 
elements, its preservation becomes harmful. Then 
the Jandsmannschaft stands in the way of the cul- 
tural fusion of the Jewish community in Palestine. 

Palestine, as a country of immigration is always 
in a state of precarious balance. Every steamer 
pours new masses of Jews into the country and 
every immigrant coming to the country without 
the necessary psychological preparation is a poten- 
tial obstruction to the consolidation of a Jewish 
culture. Yet up to a few years ago Palestine suc- 
ceeded in preserving its cultural physiognomy des- 
pite the constant influx of immigrants. The im- 
migrants who then came to Palestine accepted the 
Hebrew culture which they found there as ‘that 
“center of emulation” of which Achad Ha’am 
spoke in his essay ‘Emulation and Assimilation’’. 
The immigrant was proud if he succeeded in ac- 
climatizing himself to Palestine culturally and in 
acquiring the language and ideas of those who 
preceeded him. The new Jewish community had 
a common ideal toward which the fresh arrival 
aspired. The worker, the halutz, men like Gor- 
don, Brenner and their fellows, shaped the char- 
acter of the new Jewish community. 

The situation has changed in recent years. Im- 
migration has assumed a tempo to which 
the young indigenous Hebrew culture is as yet 
not equal. It has lost its power to assimilate the 
new arrival and to serve, generally, as a “center 
of emulation” inasmuch as many of these immi- 
grants have a sense of their cultural superiority. 
They have not only introduced new needs into 
Palestine but have facilitated the means of their 
satisfaction. Palestine is now enjoying a period 
of unprecedented technical progress. The new 
immigrants bring with them not only higher tech- 
nical achievement, but higher intellectual stand- 
ards as well. Unfortunately this higher intellec- 
tual level unlike the technical importations, must 
be regarded as an adverse element, obstructing the 
process of mutual assimilation. The culture of 
the new Jewish Palestinian community, which, 
with all its shortcomings, constituted a unified 
whole, has been largely swept away by the aval- 
anche of immigration. Palestine is now a Babel 
of tongues and styles. Instead of the hoped fot 
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gathering place of the dispersed—Kibbutz Galu- 
yot—it has now turned into a place for the dis- 
persion of those gathered. The centrifugal forces 
of landsmanscaft, of tribe and region have grown 
beyond all anticipation. 

The Jewish community has made many conces- 
sions to the German immigrants. It is practically 
taken for granted that German immigrants con- 
duct their meetings in German without translat- 
ing the proceedings and that the announcements 
may be printed in German. This tolerance on the 
part of the Jewish community would be very com- 
mendable were it only a transitional sufferance. 
There is the danger, however, that these pro- 
visonal measures will become regular features of 
our life. A large number of the German immi- 
grants is making valiant. efforts to master the 
Hebrew language, and Hebrew is making con- 
siderable progress in the countryside. But. the 
cities lag behind. Furthermore, even the most 
ambitious students never go further than a little 
Hebrew conversation or, at best, the reading of 
a newspaper. Hardly any ever learn to read a 
Hebrew book and consequently remain barred 
from real contact with the Jewish spirit. 

IV 

We mentioned above the haughty attitude to- 
wards Hebrew culture prevailing among new 
immigrants. This is the crux of the problem. The 
Jew who comes to Palestine from central Europe 
does not expect much in the way of “enrich- 
ment” from Hebrew culture. When such a 
Jew settles in France or England, he not only 
learns the local language within a short time, but 
often makes great efforts to acquire some know- 
ledge of the culture of his adopted country. The 
central European Jew is usually sufficiently edu- 
cated and elastic to assimilate the culture of the 
dominating people within a short period. But 
this same Jew transferred to Albania will not 
learn the language of the country or, at best, will 
learn just enough for every day intercourse. As 
he considers Albanian culture “inferior”, he will 
never make the necessary exertion to master it. 

Jews now emigrate to Palestine, as they would 
to Albania. They cling to a belief in the superi- 
ority of their imported culture. The average Cen- 
tral European Jew knows nothing of Jewish cul- 
ture and has never taken notice of modern Heb- 
rew culture. Perhaps responsibility for this atti- 
tude must not be attributed to the immigrants 
alone, but to Hebrew culture as well. Within 
the last generations a profound gulf has developed 
between past and present in this sphere. Mod- 
ern Hebrew has not yet found its way back 
zu den miittern, to its own sources. Hebrew cul- 
ture strives to be “European” above all. It is 
not surprising that a German Jew will not turn to 
a Hebrew publication for an essay on Thomas 
Mann or some other German writer. A con- 
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siderable part of our modern Hebrew literature 
is a by-product of European culture. (Agnon is 
the great, exemplary exception.) The new Heb- 
rew literature much as we may love it, will never 
become a “center of emulation” for German Jews; 
it will never be able to stand the competition of 
German culture. 

The situation changes fundamentally when we 
approach the Hebrew language and the whole 
scope of its literature. Even if we omit the Bible, 
which belongs to all nations, and confine our atten- 
tion only to post-Biblical literature, we have a 
right to say that in depth of thought and intensity 
of feeling it compares favorably with any Euro- 
pean literature. True, the approach to this heri- 
tage is fraught with difficulties. The road toward 
the Talmud, Agadah, Rashi or the great Hebrew 
poets of the Middle Ages does not lie along the 
line of least resistance, but rich compensations 
are in store for him who makes the attempt. Our 
most urgent task is to make this urge popular, to 
direct the recently awakened interest in the Heb- 
rew language to the greater epochs of Hebrew 
literature. This is not, as some may think, a 
matter of intellectual snobbery. It is a practical 
task. The success of Zionism, the making of a 
people, depends on it. We must face the sad fact 
that the Jewish community in Palestine is at 
present so atomized, so poorly integrated as to 
be incapable of any united political action, were 
the occasion to arise for it. A united struggle 
for Hebrew and against a foreign language such 
as Palestine waged in 1913, is unthinkable at 
present. Many more examples of this kind could 
be cited. I mention it merely to emphasize that 
it is a political problem of the first order. 


V 


By way of apology we hear frequently that an 
indigenous Jewish culture is the task of the future 
generations. This is a false notion. The major- 
ity of the present immigrants consists of men 
and women between 30 and 40; that is to say 
these immigrants will determine the physiognomy 
of Palestine for a generation to come. The ten- 
dencies of the next generation, the nature of the 
school-curriculum, the formulation of educational 
views will laregly depend on the parents. Why 
should parents who regard Hebrew as a sort of 
Esperanto, a mere means of communication, be 
expected to understand that the younger genera- 
tion must be guided back to millenia-old Jewish 
values? Even the present generation of East 
European Jews is out of sympathy with this “‘jour- 
ney into the past’’. 

Another element should also be noted. Until 
recently the assimilative capacity of Palestine was 
completely effective with regard to the younger 
generation, That children should not speak Heb- 
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rew among themselves was unthinkable. Today it 
is an every day experience to find German-Jewish 
children who settled in Palestine two years ago, 
still speaking German among themselves—even 
Furthermore, 
children of German immigrants are often concen- 
trated in special schools. This may be desirable 
in some respects, but it is undoubtedly ominous for 
the crystalization of a national culture. 


VI 


We must not pass the problem on to future 
generations. It is our own problem. How shall 
we mould a miscellaneous conglomeration of im- 
migrants into a community? Martin Buber once 
said that a circle forms not through the closing 
of the periphery but through the center. Js there 
a center which is capable of joining together this 
mass of immigrants? We must not close our eyes 
to the fact, that Zionism, as a party, is no longer 
such a center. Zionism in Palestine has dissolved 
into several parties, which though they are socially 
moulding factors, at the same time constitute 
a great danger, since their function is to disrupt 
as well as to unite. 

It might be well if we could point to religion as 
a community shaping factor, but the actual situa- 
tion does not encourage such hopes and we must 
not nurse any illusions. Even the “upbuilding of 
the country” cannot be considered a community- 
shaping ideal, as long as there is no unanimity 
about how the country shall be built. 

In our present situation I see only one factor 
strong enough to be regarded a community- build- 
ing factor, and that is the Hebrew language, the 
language of our great past and its literature. If 
we could muster more enthusiasm for the Heb- 
rew language and its literature, we would have 
that community-building force which we need. Are 
we capable of it? The answer must be left to 
every one of us in Palestine and in the Diaspora. 
We know the tremendous energies awakened in 
the German people early in the 19th Century 
through the efforts of the romantic school, which 
drew the attention of cultural circles to the trea- 
sures of the German past. Our problem in build- 
ing a people and a national culture will be solved 
when we will be able to kindle a similar enthu- 
siasm for our past. 

This is one way; there may be more and better 
ways. Whatever path is chosen, we must recog- 
nize the decisive significance of the problem. 


Many items of international 


news on Palestine and the Near 





East appearing in Jewish Frontier are 
based on PALCOR. 
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dj itges number of Jews in Moslem countries, in countries 
that are at present or were until recently under inde- 
pendent Moslem rule, is approximately 1,150,000. This 
includes the 350,000 Jews of Palestine, and since the pop- 
ulation of Palestine, including both Arabs and Jews, is at 
present about 1,200,000, we are at liberty to fancy that if 
Palestine were altogether uninhabited, it could be repopu- 
lated by Jews from the Moslem countries alone without in 
any way changing the present density of its population. 

The Jewish population of the Orient is distributed into 
the following language groups: 1) in Arabic-speaking 
countries 600,000 Jews; 2) in Turkey approximately 100,- 
090 Jews; 3) in Persian-speaking countries (including 
Persia, Afghanistan, Buchara, and the Caucasian districts 
in which the Jews speak dialects of Persian)—approxi- 
mately 120,000 Jews. 

This is the present situation but historically the picture 
is different.* As recently as 250 years ago world Jewry 
was equally divided between East and West. The Jews 
resident in the countries of the East constituted a full half 
of the 2,000,000 Jews in the world. At the end of the 
18th century Oriental Jews numbered 40% of world Jewry. 
But the subsequent century and a half, while it effected 
a great change among European Jews, left those of the 
Orient unchanged so that at present they represent only 
about 8% of world Jewry. 

The Eastern Jewish community exhibits a number of 
similar features in all Moslem countries whether it be in 
the remote regions of North Africa, in Persia, Yemen, 
Buchara, Iraq, Syria, or Egypt. Economically, the Jewish 
community in all these countries belongs to the middle 
class and consists of traders torn from the soil and the 
other primary springs of production. The Jews are mer- 
chants who mediate between the urban and rural popula- 
tion, between the different urban classes, and between gov- 
ernments and countries. A position of secondary impor- 
tance is occupied by small artisans who tend their neigh- 
bors’ needs, 

There is, however, a sprinkling of Jewish farmers, par- 
ticularly in certain remote villages in Kurdistan. There 
may even be found agricultural settlements which are en- 
tircly Jewish, but this is the exception rather than the 
tule. Generally Iraq Jews follow various commercial pur- 
suits or, though to a lesser degree, find employment in 
manual trades, transportation, or portage. In the main they 
are petty traders and small artisans. 

In some of these countries Jews rose higher and secured 
a place in the intellectual professions, but as a rule Eastern 
Jews are characterized by the poverty of the wide masses. 
Though here and there wealthy individuals may indeed 
be found, their wealth does not enrich the community. As 
far as the Jewish masses are concerned, the Moslem coun- 
t-ies today do not differ markedly from the East European 
countries of the last generation. 

Politically the Jews are citizens of the second rank (abl 
ed dimma in their language) as they were in ancient times. 
As a tule they are deprived even of elementary human 
rights to say nothing of all political rights. They represent 
what the Arabic terms raya, a tolerated community, whose 
life and property are protected by the Faith, the Koran, 
in virtue of the fact that this community is a people of the 
Book, the Bible. For such “talerance and protection” the 
community pays a special tax. Jews are also excluded 
from the military and civil service. To be brief, their 
status resembles that which Jews enjoyed in the Middle 
Ages and approaches the ideal which Hitler is setting for 
Germany in our time. Indeed, Hitler’s ideal is more or 
less a reality in the lands of Islam, but it applies not to the 
Jews alone. Local Christians suffer similar treatment. 

The situation is not, however, identical in all countries 


“*ef. A. Ruppin: Sociology of the Jews for valuable statistics on the 
historical aspect of the distribution of Jewish populations. 
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Future of Jews 


and under all conditions. In countries under European 
tule, as for example in the French colonies of North Africa 
(Algeria), and in all countries in the French and Italian 
spheres of influence (Syria, Western Tripoli), the civil 
position of the Jews is much better. But even here memo- 
ries of the evil days have not yet faded entirely. Classic 
examples of the earlier conditions are Yemen, Afghanistan 
and, until recently, Persia. These countries, although not 
directly under European supervision, have nevertheless 
failed to attain such independence as Egypt has won. 

The situation in Turkey (and more recently in Persia) 
is different from that in Afghanistan and Yemen, since 
Turkey is speedily traveling the road of European progress. 
But in Turkey, also, the Jews are ever threatened with 
economic boycott and are compelled to migrate from the 
smaller to the larger cities. One may safely predict that 
they will soon be compelled to emigrate from the larger 
cities and leave the country entirely, This is true even 
though religion is no longer in power in Turkey and even 
though the Turk would be very much hurt if one were to 
inform him that in his country followers of Moses’ faith 
are persecuted. 

The Turk has adopted a modern terminology; he does 
not now speak in the name of the Faith, but in the name 
of the Nation, its language and its culture. He champions 
his own language and culture and freely admits his hos- 
tility to all competitors. But what is the real test of the 
“alien” in Turkey? Who is, in fact, this “alien”? In 
practice the test has remained what it has always been— 
religion—though all are ashamed of it and will not admit 
it in so many words. It is significant in this connection 
that the Turk has made it difficult for foreign subjects not 
of the Moslem faith to become Turkish citizens. A case 
in point is furnished by the many Russian émigrées (White 
Army refugees, etc., from Odessa and other places) who 
have settled in Turkey. In an agreement with the Soviets, 
Turkey has undertaken to protect Moslem immigrants from 
Russia, but has, as we are informed, disclaimed any under- 
taking on her part to grant citizenship to immigrant non- 
Moslems. 

Let us now turn our attention to the cultural state of 
Jewry. During the last few generations we witnessed a 
great decline as far as a distinct Jewish culture is con- 
cerned, The original Jewish culture which withstood the 
storms of many generations has been shaken; the cultural 
and religious life have declined alarmingly. The religious 
schools such as the yeshivot have disappeared altogether 
in these countries. Not so very long ago Aram Zova, #.e., 
Aleppo, was still an unfailing source of religious learning. 
Rabbis from Aleppo were famed in all Israel and their 
advice was sought far and near. Today the yeshivot of 
Aleppo are empty and deserted. For several years this 
celebrated Jewish community has been without an author- 
ized rabbi. Damascus has followed a similar course. Bag- 
dad is no longer a center of learning. In the last genera- 
tion religious learning has perished also in Persia. In 
Yemen alone a few great rabbis remain—solitary sheaves— 
but their numbers grow ever less. Such is the cultural 
state of Jewish orthodoxy. 

The European enlightenment, Haskala, which was spread 
here by the schools of the Alliance Israélite is but a surface 
culture which does not even touch the depths of life, It 
is limited to the knowledge of a European language that 
is alien to most Jews and Moslems and to other superficial 
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In the Orient 


@ By |. Ben-Zvi 


knowledge. This “enlightenment” is no equal either of 
Western culture or of the true Jewish national culture. 
The truth is that the Alliance has been sleeping the sleep 
of Rip van Winkle for about seventy years and now finds 
itself ill-prepared for its task and out of step with the 
world. Meanwhile assimilation and self-annulment have 
gained astonishingly in ideology and practice. Jewry in 
the countries of Islam is no longer that which it was two 
generations ago. It is no impregnable castle now, but a 
heap of ruins exposed on every hand. 

The Haskala movement in the Orient differed profoundly 
from that in Eastern Europe. In Russia and Poland the 
encounter between science and faith among the Jews was 
an elemental struggle. It was fought with fervent idealism 
and went hand in hand with national rebellion against 
assimilation. This struggle persisted for at least two gen- 
erations and its culmination marked the triumph of national 
sentiment and the national movement over assimilation. 

Such was not the course of events in the Orient. Here 
there was no struggle between “fathers and sons” similar 
in form and extent to that of Eastern Europe. Here no 
great teachers of national culture arose. You may seek but 
you cannot find here rebel schools of the Mapu, Smolenski, 
Lilienblum type, to say nothing of Ahad Ha’am or Bialik. 
There has been neither Bund nor Borochov here. And 
although occasional solitary maskilim appeared in pre-war 
Turkey, they occasioned no social struggle and no clash 
between fathers and sons. You may find in the Orient 
intellectuals and writers who broke with tradition, but they 
stand upon no firm national foundation of Hebrew culture 
and language or of Jewish loyalty, as in Eastern Europe. 
In the Orient, when the time arrived and the citadel of 
tradition collapsed, emptiness replaced it. For that reason 
the peril of assimilation is so great here, greater than in 
western countries. And the peril is not simply self-efface- 
ment, assimilation, or indifference to the national movement. 
A greater and worse peril threatens here. For the Jewish 
youth, empty of all spiritual content and lacking all power 
of resistance, intimidated by threats of denunciation, out of 
fear of or fawning servility to the authorities, may let itself 
be dragged along by the prevailing Moslem anti-Zionist 
ideology. Even the Russian Jews, despite their power of 
resistance, did not escape this disease. Introduced by force 
at first, it remained as a habit. Undoubtedly this is in store 
also for Oriental Jewry. 

A brief consideration of the “dynamics” of the situation 
would not be amiss at this point. A retrospect of Oriental 
Jewry reveals several very dangerous symptoms. Seven 
hundred years ago Persia was still the undisputed center of 
the Oriental Jewish communities. Benjamin of Todela and 
Petahia of Regensburg who visited these regions set the 
size of the Jewish population of Persia at that time definitely 
at 600,000. But what do we find today? A meagre rem- 
nant, about 60,000. The decline of Persian Jewry in the 
last 700 or 800 years leaves little room for doubt as to the 
nature of its fate a few generations hence. 

The future of the Jews in Yemen is not brighter. For 
more than 2000 years the Jews of Yemen were firmly en- 
trenched. About a century before Mohammed they began 
their career as suzerains, as the Jewish rulers of Timiar, 
commanding an army and royal sway. History records that 
the Jews of Arabia waged a stubborn and wearying offensive 
against the prophet of Islam. Even after several centuries 
of Mohammedan rule armed and independent Jewish tribes 
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still persisted. Benjamin of Todela cites sources and figures 
that indicate the existence of self-governing tribes number- 
ing tens of thousands.* But today? Throughout the 
length and breadth of Saudia and the other Arab countries 
no Jew may be found except in Yemen, and in Yemen the 
Jews have been locked into ghettoes as in the Middle Ages. 

Two forces are simultaneously at work here, religious 
fanaticism carried over from the Middle Ages and economic 
policy. Together these have wrought the utter ruin of 
Yemenite Jewry. The Imam Yahia has enforced a policy 
of “nationalization” resembling that of the Soviets, but 
with this small difference: the Soviets nationalized the land 
and all primary springs of production, the Imam Yahia 
nationailzed only the Jewish trades. The Jews of Yemen 
were predominantly gold and silver smiths, Yahia declared 
this trade a government monopoly, made the government 
sole employer of gold smiths, and deprived all former 
workers in this trade of the privilege of practicing it. The 
Jews entered the soap business and established a soap in- 
dustry. The government of Yemen natidnalized this in- 
dustry as well. Similarly the government destroyed the 
Jewish painting trade. The Jews of Yemen have been 
reduced to an unprecedented condition of economic despera- 
tion which leaves no hope for future improvement. 

In this way the Jews have been driven to the limit of 
human endurance in Moslem Yemen, Kurdistan and 
Afghanistan. In all these countries the pressure is very 
great and precludes all possibility of a change for the better. 

A second group of countries consists of Persia, Turkey 
and Iraq. These are distinguished by their striving for 
modernization—Turkey in a truly radical manner, Persia 
following in its footsteps, and Iraq under English guidance. 
These three countries have until the present contained econ- 
omically well-established Jewish communities. In Bagdad 
there are 100,000 Jews who cannot be done away with and 
Izamir and Kusta Turkey have communities that cannot be 
uprooted easily. In Persia the position of the Jews is 
rather insecure. Because these countries participate in the 
League of Nations and other international assemblies they 
are subject to closer supervision, carry greater responsibility, 
and therefore cannot issue “laws” and “orders” of the kind 
Yemen produces. Nevertheless, none of the three will 
endure the idea of accepting the Jews as a legally recognized 
community with minority rights such as are granted minori- 
ties in Europe. The Turkish government brought pressure 
to bear upon the Jews and finally compelled them to re- 
nounce their rights as a national minority. Iraq is moving 
in the same direction. The Jews of Iraq do not even dare 
dream of national minority rights. In their condition and 
policy the Jews of Iraq resemble the Jews of Turkey. 

There remains to be mentioned a group of countries in 
which the position of the Jews is, thanks in the main to 
external influences, much better. Among these Egypt alone 
stands apart. Though she possesses greater independence 
than any other Moslem country in Africa the Jews there 
ate still economically powerful, occupy important positions 
in public life, and even exercise some slight political influ- 
ence. But with the exception of Egypt the condition of the 
Jews in these countries depends upon the influence and 
position of the European siates. 

The countries in this group are Syria which contains 
25,000 Jews, and various North African countries such as 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunis and Tripoli with Jewish communi- 
ties that are both considerable and important, numbering 
340,000-350,000. In these countries the Jewish position is 
still firm from an economic point of view and Jews still 
influence social life, but socially and economically their 
position depends on the support of European countries. 

This last group of countries, it is evident, should take the 
lead in independent Jewish action. This should assume 


*These observations from the twelfth century are second hand, how- 
ever, and their accuracy does not equal that of his notes on Persia. 
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two torms. First should come the concentration and unifica- 
tion of forces for the building of Palestine, for Hebrew 
instruction and the education of youth for their future 
tasks. Palestine, in truth, gains more from the social atmos- 
phere that is created around olim than from the olim them- 
selves. The leading role played by the countries of Eastern 
Europe in the building of Palestine is in part due to their 
large representation in the aliyah but also to their social 
atmosphere which favored Zionism ideologically and finan- 
cially as well as socially. , 

In the countries of the East, on the other hand, there has 
been until now only a mass emigration from various regions, 
but no national and social Zionist awakening such as took 
place in Europe. There has, in general, been no preparation 
for halutziut among the emigrants. Here and there, how- 
ever, modest beginnings have been made and their worth 
should be recognized. These include the well-known efforts 
in Damascus which were secretly fought by assimilationist 
informers, the beginnings in Bagdad which the government 
is attempting to suppress by force, and a mere start in 
Egypt. In the future, too, the true path of Aalutziut and 
hakshara along lines laid down by the Histadrut in Eastern 
Europe and America should be followed. 

So much for the first form of independent Jewish action. 
In the second place, an alliance of Jewish forces for the 
utilization of those political and social channels of influence 
which the Jews of Egypt, North Africa, Syria and, to a 
lesser extent, Iraq still command is necessary. About 550,- 
000 Jews in these lands can and should serve as a means 
for the transmission and promulgation of Zionist thought 
not only among themselves, but also among the Europeans 
with whom they come into contact as well as among the 
peoples of the East in whose midst they live. Let us 
remember also the newspapers which the Jews in Palestine 
and Syria control and which are instruments of considerable 
political power in defence of Jewish achievements in Pal- 
estine and of Jewish status in the other countries of the 
East. When the Oriental Jews are won over to Zionism 
they will, in defence of their own social, economic and 
political interests set themselves to promote understanding 
for Zionism among the surrounding non-Jews. 

This points out the danger of assimilation and self-efface- 
ment, the peril of an anti-Zionist alliance which threatens 
Eastern Jewry. The chances of a pro-Zionist alliance of 
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Oriental Jewry remain to be considered. Let us not justify 
indifference on our part by the statement that these Jews 
will always be Jews. That is not so. The pressure which 
they must resist at present, the “Germanization” of racial, 
political and economic atmosphere in which they find them- 
selves, forces them to a final choice between disintegration 
and union for defence of the individual and the group. 

A distinction must, of course, be drawn between coun- 
tries of the first group, Yemen and Kurdistan, where no 
hope for the future can be entertained, and countries where 
the future of the Jews is more promising. Jewry itself, 
the communities and their politically influential members, 
must still be won over. For this a popular movement which 
will compel communities and individuals is an indispensable 
prerequisite. The Jewish national movement neither de- 
pends upon solitary individuals nor avoids individuals if 
they submit their action to public control. The individuals 
would not have “given” if there had been no pressure of 
olim, halutziut and of the environment in general. The 
same is true in the countries of the Orient. Individual 
activity will be worthless if those who act do not realize 
the necessity of their activity to the masses pressing upon 
them. For the individuals need the masses even as the 
masses need the individuals. 

To sum up: There are scattered, unorganized forces 
in the East, particularly in the countries of Africa, in Syria 
and in Iraq. Failure to unite and harness these forces for 
the building of Palestine on the one hand and for the 
defense of Jewish rights on the other loses for us a position 
of primary importance and immediate proximity. It is also 
necessary to direct our attention to the declassed Jewish 
communities in countries where the only plausible solution 
is emigration. The continuance of the Jews in Yemen and 
Kurdistan weakens rather than strengthens the Jewish 
people. They exercise no influence upon their surroundings 
and cannot, to the best of our knowledge, ever gain such 
influence. They only serve as the first victims of every 
mishap and danger. Every Zionist victory as every Jewish 
failure in Palestine will be avenged upon them. Emigra- 
tion is the only way out. 

Organization, Aalutziut, self-preparation for the building 
of Palestine and the promotion of an understanding of 
Zionism among our Moslem neighbors are the problems 
of Jewish development in the lands of Islam. 


Programs on the Economic Scene 


LAND SPECULATION ® INDUSTRIALIZATION 
OF PALESTINE ® NATIONAL WEALTH 
AND NATIONAL INCOME 


or matters, among others, have been causing grave 
concern to those who are watching developments in 
Palestine. One is the reckless land speculation, and the 
other the problem as to whether industrial activity has kept 
pace with the needs of the growing population or has been 
swamped by the overexpansion of middlemen, speculators 
in land, and in the orange plantation zone. Connected 
with these two problems is that of the purchasing power 
of the Palestinian population which in turn depends on 
the national wealth of the country, and its distribution. 
The January issue of Palastina, published in German in 
Vienna, contains three excellent articles which, to- 
gether with previously published figures of wages and 
agricultural income, provide some answers to these questions. 
The article on “The Industrialization of Palestine” is writ- 


® by Elsie Gliick 


ten by David Horowitz, a member of the Labor Federation, 
a frequent contributor to Davar and an economic commenta- 
tor who has won respect in Palestine. He has long been 
an exponent of the Borochovian theory that Palestinian 
economic development would proceed in the main on the 
basis of private ownership rather than as a “cooperative 
commonwealth” based on Jewish national, publically-owned 
capital. In such an economy an organized labor movement 
must struggle to check the evil features of private capital- 
ism. Horowitz's theory does not mean that the rate and 
character of Palestinian industrial development, and that 
of its labor movement, must necessarily follow, detail for 
detail, that of European countries or of other colonial and 
semi-colonial lands. Comparison of figures of machine 
imports into Palestine with those of Syria and Egypt in the 
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last few years show a far more rapid rate of industrializa- 
tion, largely due to the influx of Jewish capital and the 
peculiar character of Palestine as the center of Zionist hope 
for a national homeland. This expanding and rapid in- 
dustrialization with increasing output runs contrary to the 
developments in the highly industrialized countries of the 
west and in the world economy. Capital investment in 
Palestinian industry rose from 6.8 of all total capital in- 
vestments in 1932 to 15% in 1934. The proportion in 
industry of all Jewish workers has risen to 31%. 

Why has such a special development taken place in 
Palestine is the first question that Horowitz answers by 
considering the following special factors: the availability 
of comparatively large amounts of capital for investment 
because of capital influx, the continual influx of a new 
purchasing population through immigration into a land 
which has formerly imported much of its consumption 
goods, the low depression prices of European ma- 
chinery and of raw materials both imported in ever in- 
creasing amounts, and finally the absence of a restrictive 
income tax. Of the output of Palestinian industry 75% 
goes into consumption goods and only 25% into capital 
goods. In such industries, corporate control is not yet an 
important factor, as it is in the production industries, 
(potash) and there is comparative ease in entering 
the field as an entrepeneur. The absence of raw 
materials in Palestine is in itself no great obstacle since in 
the present world economy, it is no longer essential that 
production, to maintain itself on a competitive basis, should 
be located near the source of raw materials. 


The second question raised as to this industrial develop- 
ment is whether it can be carried on in a country with 
a wage rate level for Jewish workers, which while lower 
than that of England and France, is higher than that of 
Poland and Rumania. In Palestinian Jewish industry, wages 
constitute, according to Horowitz, 30% of the total pro- 
duction cost; a 10% differential therefore only means a 
3% difference in total production costs. The real problem 
in his opinion is that of raising the income and therefore 
the standard of living of the Arab masses who constitute 
the major portion of the population; and the further expan- 
sion of the inner market through immigration and a ‘“‘reason- 
able” tariff policy to replace the rates which are now lower 
in Palestine than in most countries and are necessary to 
offset the “dumping” of European consumption goods at 
lower prices than they command in the lands in which they 
are produced, 

Dr. J. Adler’s article in the same issue—on the “National 
Wealth and National Income of Palestine’—is therefore 
of interest, particularly since he distinguishes between per 
capita income of the Jewish and of the Arab population. 
Dr. Adler’s figures for Palestine show that its national per 
capita wealth in 1935 was considerably higher than that 
of the Soviet Union for 1928—about half of that of Ger- 
many, somewhat more than a third of that of France and 
less than one fifth that of the United States. From 1928 
to 1935 the national wealth of all these countries, except 
that of the Soviet Union has declined, whereas that of Pal- 
estine has increased about 20%. When the Palestinian 
figures are divided as between the Jewish and the Arab 
population, the per capita wealth for the former was more 
than three times that of the Arab population. Of course 
all these figures do not take in land values, but only other 
investment in agricultural enterprise. In Palestine, where 
the wealth of the Arab population is largely in land, these 
proportions do not give a complete picture of the com- 
parative status of the two groups, 

National per capita income in Palestine in 1935 showed 
somewhat different proportions of comparisons with that 
of national per capita wealth. The figures for Palestine in 
1935 and the Soviet Union for 1928 are much closer together 
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than in the case of national wealth, that of Palestine being 
one-third higher instead of double. For Palestine per capita 
national income is 42% that of Germany, somewhat higher 
compared with France and 22% as compared with the 
United States. No proportions are given for Arab and 
Jewish per capita income. 

These per capita figures are of course arrived at by divid- 
ing total national wealth and total national income by the 
size of the population. They give no indication of the 
actual distribution which would show whether wealth was 
more concentrated in a few hands in the Arab or the Jew- 
ish population. Per capita income in itself is no indication 
of purchasing power, It is a fairly safe guess, of course, 
that wealth is more concentrated in the Arab than in the 
Jewish population and Horowitz’s proposal for the raising 
of the standard of living of the Arab masses is to the 
point. Obviously labor elements in Palestine must be con- 
cerned not only with increased immigration and a decent 
wage level for Jewish workers, but with the raising of 
Arab wage levels and with an agrarian psogram that will 
benefit the great masses of Arab fellaheen. 

Had Palestine developed, as Syrkin and others of the 
visiting labor delegation to Palestine in 1921 had hoped, 
along the lines of public purchase and ownership of the 
means of production, we might not now be confronted with 
the evils of land speculation. Dr. A. Ulitzer in his article 
on “The Danger of Land Speculation’ gives examples of the 
selling of land which never existed or which was represented 
by wasteland or marshes, as well as a comparison of land 
values of Keren Kayemeth land of £50 per dunam with 
prices charged by speculators for adjoining land at five to 
six times that price. The extensive holdings of Jewish 
national and semi-public agencies, constituting perhaps one 
half of all land owned by Jews, furnish one check on this 
unlimited speculation, but on the other hand, further pur- 
chases by these agencies are made difficult by such private 
speculation. Moral persuasion and a Zionist appeal to 
Jewish capitalists have not proven effective in checking this 
speculation. What can the Jewish public agencies do, con- 
sidering the fact that they do not constitute the government ? 

Dr. Ulitzer details a plan to carry out the proposal of 
the last Congress for the creation, with the help of the 
Agency, of a central institute for land purchases. This in- 
stitute would centralize purchases not only for the national 
agencies, but also for the semi-public agencies, such as the 
Haifa Bay Development Company, for the Palestine Jewish 
Colonial Company (PICA), for Nir (the central financial 
agency of the Labor Federation) and for farmers’ organiza- 
tions. It would also encourage the centralization of pur- 
chases through it by private individuals. It would serve in 
a similar capacity for the acquisition of reserve capital, pub- 
lic, semi-public and private outside of Palestine. It would 
not be limited to land purchasing centralization but would 
also function similarly for the various enterprises necessary 
in land development, such as drainage, electrical power. 
and the like. Actually the Palestine Land Development 
Company, a Zionist agency, already exists as a nucleus for 
all these functions and has to some extent carried out some 
of these activities. The Central Institute would also be an 
agency to arrange credits with financing institutions, and 
finally it would be a central source for the gathering and 
promulgating of information which would be of value in 
questions of land purchasing regulations, leasing, land 
taxes, etc. 

A program for such an institute (without mandatory 
power, however) has been made the order of business for 
the next meeting of the Actions Committee of the Congress. 
The hope is that through its formation, Jews who are op- 
pressed and economically restricted in the Diaspora, may 
feel that they can enter Palestine without being subject to 
the evils that characterized land spec»lation in the past. 
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Correspondence 


OUR ORIGINAL STATEMENT 


OMMENTING in our January number on the bequest 

of Mr, Charles Howard Warren to Yale University as 
a memorial to his son and “to the Anglo-Saxon race, to 
which the United States owes its culture’, we said: 

The beneficiaries of his will are confined to “the 
sons of white Chirstian parents and of Anglo-Saxon, 
Scandinavian or Teutonic descent, both of whom were 
citizens of the United States and were born in Ameri- 
ca." We do not for a moment question the right of 
a business man to dispose of his wealth as he sees fit 
or to evolve an American theory of culture in keeping 
with his private sensibilities. Perhaps the understand- 
ing of cultural pluralism in America could advance 
more rapidly on another basis. Mr. Warren had a 
perfect right to believe that $1,000,000 disbursed to 
white Christian Anglo-Saxon students would secure 
for our country a maximum of usefulness. But Yale 


University, in accepting Mr. Warren’s bequest, must 
submit to Mr: Warren’s thesis that the United States 
owes its culture solely to the “Anglo-Saxon race” and 
that only those can best exemplify American ideals 
whose skin is white, parents Christian and descent Teu- 
tonic. We hope that this abject testament will not 
induce Yale to erase the Hebrew words from its seal, 
or dismiss a large part of its distinguished faculty or 
exclude from its precincts the thousands of students 
who do not fit into these notions of sound American 
culture, 

Aroused by our editorial, a reader of Jewish Frontier 
addressed a letter to President James Rowland Angell of 
Yale University, to which the President made reply. We 
are glad to publish the following correspondence without 
further comment than our original statement. 

—The Editors. 


DR. ANGELL EXPLAINS 


January 17, 1936 
James Rowland Angell, 
President, Yale University, 
New Haven, Conn. 


Dear President Angell: 


Much has recently appeared in the press concerning 
Yale’s acceptance of the Charles Howard Warren Gift. 
As an alumnus of the Class.of 1920 and as a Jew, I feel 
impelled to ask certain questions. I believe some clarifica- 
tion is due both to alumni and the public generally, 

As an alumnus I ask whether acceptance of this gift 
implies that Yale susbscribes to Mr. Warren’s thesis that 
the United States owes its culture to the Anglo-Saxon 
race and that this culture can best be preserved by aiding 
students of “Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian or Teutonic de- 
scent.” 

These are the so-called “nordics” whose mythical superi- 
ority would be ignored were its manifestations ‘not quite 
so tragic. Endorsement of this principle by a great uni- 
versity would make the tragedy more gruesome and bring 
fresh hope and courage to those misguided self-projection- 
ists whose superiority apparently lies only in their capacity 
for hate and barbarism. How, too, shall we reconcile this 
attitude with the sentiments expressed in your last baccal- 
aureate address and in your article in Harper's Magazine 
(July, 1934) ? In your article you state that the service of 
a umiversity to democracy “can only be given provided 
a strongly entrenched public opinion can be enlisted ob- 
stinately and fearlessly to withstand every effort to emascu- 
late the university by robbing it of its complete integrity 
of teaching, study and research. This public opinion must 
be developed and developed promptly by education. . . .” 
By acceptance of this bequest and the consequent effect 
upon public opinion, does not Yale seem to fall when 
judged by these standards? 

As a Jew I am perturbed because I believe that by this 
action an already precarious situation has been aggravated. 
Anti-Semitism scarcely needs the authority of a great uni- 
versity to gain adherents. One of the important functions 
of a university is to expose and condemn racial discrimina- 
tion rather than nurture it. Is it not true that by rejecting 
the Hanfstaengl and Mellon offers Harvard gained respect 
and honor? I fear that Yale not only has missed a great 
opportunity to express itself positively and emphatically 


but has already done irremediable injury, The acts of 
Yale, a national fountainhead, are followed and imitated; 
these acts should not be influenced nor determined by the 
magnitude of gifts. 

Certainly Yale, not unlike other universities, has accepted 
gifts in the past specifically to aid needy Christians or 
Jews, but the acceptance of these benefactions was predicated 
on the need of the underprivileged and not upon subscrip- 
tion to a thesis which is untenable and harmful to a perse- 
cuted minority, 

Yale is dear to me and the Hebrew words upon its seal 
are meaningful. Therefore, I hope that the reasons prompt- 
ing the administration’s action will prove my apprehensions 
groundless. Most earnestly I beg for these reasons. 

Very respectfully yours, 
ALEXANDER LOWENTHAL. 


YALE UNIVERSITY 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
January 21, 1936 
Dear Mr. Lowenthal: 


This will acknowledge your kind letter of January 17th. 

The Memorial which Mr. Warren has in his will estab- 
lished for his son does not come to the University until 
the death of the widow and the amount of the legacy is 
entirely uncertain, 

I do not think you ought to be particularly disturbed 
by the terms of the gift, which provide that it is available 
to boys who are the “sons of white, Christian parents of 
Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian or Teutonic descent both of 
whom were citizens of the United States and were born 
in America.” You will, of course, recall that in the Yale 
Charter, it is stated that the purpose of the founders in 
establishing the Collegiate School was, among other things, 
to uphold and propagate the Christian Protestant religion. 
This fact has not prevented the University from being con- 
stantly hospitable to Catholic and Jewish students, or to 
those of other faiths; but it has made it rather natural that 
in its long history gifts should have been not infrequently 
received which were in purpose, and sometimes in word, 
directed especially to the interests of Protestant Christianity. 

The practical effect of this gift in question, when and if 
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it becomes available to the University, will be altogether 
beneficial to the immediate interests of the entire student 
body, for, in the measure in which it may take off the 
University’s scholarship funds the burden of such needy 
boys as can qualify under the terms of the will, it will set 
free funds for those who do not so qualify. I need not re- 
mind you that in the administration of the scholarships, 
fellowships and loan funds the University has never made 
matters of race or religious affiliation a bar to equal con- 
sideration for appointment. The same thing is, of course, 
true of its faculties, where we have long had distinguished 
scholars who were not Protestant Christians, 

I share with you the most profound hatred for the gen- 
eral Nazi doctrines and policies and I am sure you would 
be wholly mistaken if you assumed that in accepting a gift 
with the qualifications which Mr. Warren seems to have 
provided in his will, the University is either by word or 
deed intending to endorse those policies. 

Believe me, 

Faithfully yours, 
JAMES R. ANGELL. 


FORTUNE'S FORCED ASSURANCE 
Sir: 
AN incident which the Anglo-Jewish press has treated 
very curiously, indeed, moves me to write to your splen- 
did journal. After more than a year of careful investigation, 
the Fortune researchers brought in the evidence on the 
state of anti-Semitism in the United States. Before it was 
all in or properly digested Fortune was advised, it would 
seem, that the best thing it could do for the Jews would 
be to minimize the danger of the beast. It is not hard 
to imagine that some Coué-Jews from Fifth Avenue strongly 
urged that the best way to avert anti-Semitism is to ignore 
it. Fortune took the hint and made a mess of data that 
could have been most illuminating, The conclusions and 
the arguments are badly mated. In spite of beautiful full- 
paged reproductions of Emanu-El’s cathedral windows, and 
a most amazing assortment of well bearded orthodox Jews 
(Chalilah! that goyim should think that such patriarchal 
lamdanim are to be found in Emanu-El)—in spite of the 
opulence of illustrations, the article reveals the rough edges 
of Procrustean surgery. The caption starts out well enough: 
“When Louis XVI lost his head, all the monarchs of 
Europe felt their necks; when the blow fell on German 
Jewry, many of us other Jews began to wonder what the 
future had in store for us.” This very apprehensiveness, 
Fortune watns us may be the cause of the very thing it 
fears. It is this fear that breeds in the Jew those strains 
and stresses of character that make him hard on the gentile. 
Therefore, Jews, surrender your fears. Now, Fortune has 
some good men on its staff and they brought reports to 
the effect that Fascism and anti-Semitism have a way of 
following each other around; that Jews are made the 
scapegoats in times of national or economic distress. The 
super-editor, however, put these fragments into the picture 
and forthwith forgot their implications. Instead, he rushes 
on to assure the Jews that organized anti-Semitism is a 
very little thing indeed—negligible in fact. Proof? Four- 
teen per cent of three thousand Americans answered 
“better”, thirty-one per cent said “don’t know” and fifty- 
four per cent replied “worse” to the question: “Do you 
believe that in the long run Germany will be better or 
worse off if it drives out the Jews?” The category “Don’t 
know”’, seems to appeal to the Fortune synchretist for he 
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explains ‘don’t know” means indifference and indifference 
is the best prophylaxis for the germ of hate. That appears 
to us as highly subjective interpretation. It depends on 
who wears the head that is going to the basket as to how 
hot it feels around the collar! 

Then to make us feel absolutely at ease, Fortune reveals 
statistics that show us to be small potatoes in the realms of 
finance, industry and the manufacture of opinion. Burton 
J. Hendricks did the same job in 1923 when we were 
anxious to let the world know how many big shots we 
had in the bosom of Israel. It is a sour day indeed, that 
our balm is no longer in vicarious glory but in squeezing 
the air out of our inflated financiers, Fortune slips up 
rather badly when after listing Jewish newspaper owners, 
radio chiefs, movie magnates, etc, etc. it concludes; ‘It can 
be said that at most the Jews control only half of the 
opinion-forming instrumentalities in America.” Only half! 

Statistics, like these, are very tricky. At best, they have 
little influence on the great masses who feed on the headier 
diet of half-truths, myths, prejudices and “heartening illu- 
sions. We have yet to know an anti-Semite who has 
been turned from his course by a flock of figures unless 
printed on paper negotiable at all banks. 

L.S.K. 





FRONTIER FORUM was introduced to answer your 
questions on Palestine, Zionism, Histadrut, etc. It will 
appear again when a sufficient number of questions sent 
by our readers warrant it. WRITE IN! 
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BOOKS 


FOR JEWS IN TRANSITION 


N°? MAN writing for Jews today combines so deep 
an erudition in Jewish lore with so keen an awareness 
of the complex of contemporary social issues as does Dr. 
Kaplan. In his monumental ‘Judaism as a Civilization” 
published two years ago, the author proved the inadequacy 
of all prevailing philosophies of Judaism. He called for a 
new formulation that would embrace the fragments of 
Jewish life into an organic totality—a civilization. He 
went further and demanded a communal organization that 
would integrate the chaotic Jewish activities and provide 
a milieu in which the average Jew would find salvation- 
status, economic, social and cultural well-being. Armed 
with this book, Dr. Kaplan has gone forth to crusade. 
Before various Jewish audiences and in Jewish periodicals 
he has expounded his thesis, The present volume contains 
a collection of some of these addresses and essays. They 
possess the essential unity which derives from the author’s 
persistent goad—the emptiness and meanness of our Jewish 
institutions and from his constant goal—a dignified, satis- 
fying, inspiring Jewish existence. 

In his first essay: ““What to Live for as a Jew”, Dr. 
Kaplan presents his main motif: “Complete self-fulfillment 
in this world presupposes the maximum of individual self- 
realization through the maximum of social cooperation.” 
For the Jew, this self-realization is impossible without 
acknowledgment of his Jewish destiny and in making that 
destiny a stimulus to the highest mental, moral and spiritual 
attainment. If that stimulus is lacking now, the only 
rational thing to do is to reconstruct the conditions of 
Jewish life so that it will afford that stimulus. In other 
words, Dr. Kaplan confronts this generation with the dif- 
ficult task of pouring energy into the reconstruction of an 
effete Jewish existence in order that we might later draw 
from it necessary strength. Since Jewish civilization com- 
prises nationality, culture and religion, Dr. Kaplan has 
been confronted by resistances on all three fronts. These 
may be summarized by some leading questions and in the 
author’s replies condensed and paraphrased, we may catch 
the deeper implications of his thesis. 

Why preserve our Nationhood? Are we not plagued 
with chauvinistic nationalities already? Are not all high 
values dependent on the arrival of Internationalism? 

Answer: “Nationalism is a fact of nature with which we 
must deal, if we are to effect any betterment in the social 
conditions of the race. . . . To destroy the collective 
(group?) personality is only possible at the expense of 
personal maladjustment that is destructive of the very foun- 
dations of social life. . . . Should Socialism be triumphant 
throughout the world, national distinctions will still pre- 
vail. . . . That being so, there is no reason why Jews should 
overlook the civilizing influences that their historic tradition 
has had on them. . . . Whatever of social idealism has 
been introduced into the Palestine scene was brought there 
by Zionists.” 

If one believes with Marx that the fundamental relation 
in society is the class relation and that the most important 
task in the world is the socialization of the means of pro- 


JUDAISM IN TRANSITION by Mordecai M. Kaplan. 
Covici-Friede. New York. 1936. $2.50. 





® by Jacob J. Weinstein 


duction, what interest can Jewish life hold for him? 

Answer—‘There is inherently no reason why a Jew may 
not take an active part in Jewish community life and at 
the same time participate, if he so desires, in Communist 
propaganda, . . . The actual conflict exists only in the 
minds of fanatics . . . to insist that when a Jew joins 
the ranks of Communism he must give up his interest in 
the preservation of that Jewish life which contributed to 
the development of his personality, is to set up unnecessary 
psychological barriers to the support of Communism.” 

What is there in Jewish tradition or the Jewish religion 
that can help us in bringing about the collective order so 
necessary to the salvation of the individual? 

Answer—'The Prophetic emphasis on social justice. . 
The Jewish religion must recapture this emphasis . . . and 
work to bring man’s possessive tendencies under social 
control. . . . The potentiality of Jewish religion as an 
added incentive in the present struggle against oppression 
is incontestable as is the power of all social idealism in 
the affairs of men. . . . Why then should the social 
idealists among the Jews play vandals, and deliberately 
destroy the social energy, latent in a true understanding 
of the past of the Jewish religion?” 

Does not the need evolve its own idealism and the act 
create its necessary sanctions? 

Answer—(a paraphrase of the author’s thought) —The 
ideal and the sanction often precede the act as the ideal 
of Marxism preceded and determined, in many ways, the 
fact of Russian Socialism. . . . Whatever the order of 
precedence, the attitude men take toward life as a whole 
is of supreme importance in validating ethical endeavor. . . . 
A revolutionist who works with the inspiration of his 
native tradition is a happier man and is likely to effect 
a more lasting good. 

What then do you consider the first step in the recon- 
struction of the Jewish Community which is to embody 
Jewish Civilization? 

Answer—We must first free ourselves from the leader- 
ship of Jews who suffer from a fear which may aptly be 
called “Ghettophobia”, These Jews object to any plan 
for an integrated communal life on the ground that it 
invokes a return to the ghetto, They are the ones who 
identify their relation with the Jewish people as the cause 
of their rejection by non-Jews, and grow to hate the Jews 
and all things Jewish, and tend to withdraw into a ghetto 
within a ghetto, inhabited exclusively by Jews who have 
fled from Judaism, but who have found refuge nowhere 
else. . . . The only way to exorcise this inferiority complex 
is to make Jewish community life meaningful and thrilling. 
With a reestablished self-respect we will be in a much 
better position to enjoy cultural and civic fellowship with 
non-Jewish neighbors. 

Will this program involve the support of a double 
system of schools and communal institutions? 

Answer—lIt will, as it does now, until America adopts 
the philosophy of cultural pluralism when each minority 
group will be permitted to support its peculiar institutions 
from the general tax resources. 

What will be the chief functions of the Jewish Com- 
munity? 
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Answer—'First to register upon payment of nominal 
dues every adult Jew who wishes to identify himself as 
such. This registry will provide the data for vital statistics, 
and social research. Second, to remove, or at least mitigate, 
the handicaps which Jews experience in their economic life 
and effect a more normal occupational distribution of Jewry. 
Third, to provide educational facilities for child, adolescent 
and adult and encourage every form of Jewish literary and 
artistic creativity and to provide for public worship. 
Fourth, to perform social service functions embracing most 
of our present philanthropic activities. Fifth, to organize 
local support for Palestine and to protect Jewish mgnts at 
home and abroad from the assaults of anti-Semitism.” 

The present reviewer cannot withhold his deep respect 
for the pervasive honesty with which Dr. Kaplan meets the 


-ardor with the task of Jewish re-integration. 
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problems of Jewish life. The difficult part of his task is 
that the author must plead the value of a Judaism that 
is in the making—to a people in the throes of a world 
in transition. Those Jews who fear only for the vested 
privileges of their comfortable positions will not relish 
the burden of this reconstruction any more than other 
difficult tasks, The Jews who are ready and eager for 
change, and they are in the minority, will say; “‘first 
things first—the revolution first and then we shall see 
about Judaism.” Dr. Kaplan claims that a tradition cannot 
be put on ice—that the Jew must combine his revolutionary 
Dr. Kaplan 
has great faith that Judaism, a veteran traveller in all 
weather, will know how to dress for the collective life 
of the future. 


OUT OF THE SCHOOL OF UNREASON 


THE EXPULSION OF THE JEWS FROM SPAIN, by 
Valeriu Marcu, translated from the German by Moray Firth, 
New York, Viking Press, 1935. $2.25. 


HE CATHOLIC CHURCH, our author tells us, has 
always been the great dispenser of pure compassion 
and the defender of mankind against all evil. In the case 
of the Marranos, the militant Church of the Peninsula was 
driven to light the fires of the autos-da-fé by sheer neces- 
sity. To expel these heretics who had brazenly accepted 
baptism but remained Jews at heart, would have meant “‘to 
admit the ineffectiveness of grace”. The only choice left 
was to destroy them. Hence the Inquisition. Weak-kneed 
humanitarians needn’t squirm: by giving vent to the. Span- 
ish genius for cruelty, the Tribunal of the Faith made 
Spain a lamb among the nations, a country without a St. 
Bartholomew's Night and without witch-burnings. Further, 
in taking up arms against the secret and open Jews, the 
Inquisition sought to safeguard not only the purity of the 
faith, but also /impieza, the purity of blood, the biological 
integrity of the race. The tribunal in its anti-Jewish acti- 
vities enjoyed the support of the masses, for anti-Semitism 
always comes ‘from below”. 

We are further instructed that the Inquisition was at 
bottom a secular institution, a weapon used by the royal 
power against the grandees and the cities. It was dis- 
tinguished from other courts of justice by its barefaced 
hypocrisy. It was built on hate. If it discouraged mob 
action, that was because it claimed a monopoly on pogroms. 
It was in substance a key to the coffers of the Marranos, 
as the author says, a device which enabled Ferdinand “to do 
from the purest of motives what he would unwillingly have 
done with a bad conscience”. Once again the Jews were used 
as ‘‘saving-boxes which those in power broke open when the 
time came’. The Jews were victims of a struggle for power 


and possessions in a competitive society. The Jews were 
instinctively expelled by the Spanish nation as an element 
spiritually alien to its way of life which, “radiated from 
the soul’. They may have made many contributions to 
culture, but “they have not been able to win the love of 
others”. 

The extirpation of the Marranos and the banishment of 
the Jews ruined the country economically, Mr. Marcu as- 
serts. They were replaced by a horde of foreign adven- 
turers of unblemished Christian faith, who possessed them- 
selves of the trade and mercilessly plundered the country, 
doing “without weapons what the Spaniards were doing 
by force of arms in America”. The plains were depopu- 
lated, the cattle destroyed; the canals built by the Moors 
fell into decay, and the once thriving sea-ports were emp- 
tied. Yet at the same time the Spanish soldiery was carv- 
ing out a world empire, and our author sees an intimate 
connection between the spirit of ‘pure rapine’’ by which 
the Conquistadores were moved and the pure faith which 
the Inquisition had preserved. He concludes that the In- 
quisition cannot be said to have injured Spain. The nation, 
in obedience to its genius, chose to follow the aristocratic 
ways of plunder and power rather than the safe, middle- 
class, Jewish ways of peaceful exploitation and wealth. 

The foregoing is an attempt to convey an idea of the 
assortment of wrong-headed and contradictory notions that 
fill this disconcerting little book. Mr. Marcu apparently be- 
longs, if not wholeheartedly, to the school of unreason 
which now rules so large a part of the world. His failure 
to offer an illuminating, or at least a consistent, treatment 
of the subject is all the more regrettable since the historic 
episode with which he deals presents obvious analogies to 
what is going on in our own day and generation. 


AVRAHM YARMOLINSKY 


WERFEL'S BIBLICAL DRAMA 


DER WEG DER VERHEISSUNG: Paul Verlag. Wien. 
THE ETERNAL ROAD by Franz Werfel. Viking Press. 
$2.25. 


OX might as well state at the outset that “Der Weg der 
Verheissung” (in English ‘The Eternal Road’’) is 
disappointing—disappointing not so much because the play 
is feeble in itself but because it is the work of Franz Werfel. 
One has the right to expect much from the author of ‘The 
Goat Song” and “The Forty Days of Musa Dagh.”” When 
one of the foremost—perhaps the foremost—Jewish play- 
wrights and novelists of our generation, undertakes to drama- 
tize the specific tragedy of Jewry, he arouses more than 
passing interest and hope. What will the man who pleaded 
passionately, though indirectly, in “The Forty Days of 
Musa Dagh” have to say when he writes directly, without 
symbols, of the Jew and his oppressions? What lyric 


outcry will he make as poet? What new poignance will 
he infuse as dramatist? What fresh vision will he con- 
ceive as thinker? 

The setting of this verse drama is laid in a synagogue 
on a night of persecution—anywhere, anytime. The com- 
munity has gathered to pray while waiting for the edict 
of banishment. The Rabbi bids the congregation not 
to beg the Lord to change His plan, fixed for eternity, 
but to remember. And as the Rabbi reads the holy scrolls, 
the worshippers see the long and bitter history of Israel 
enacted on an upper stage. In this way, there is achieved 
a constant correlation between the present suffering of the 
congregation and the past experiences of their race, This 
linking up, if done with greater power and insight, might 
have forged a strong chain of emotion, but the device has 
not been used with imagination. We get snap-shots of 
Biblical history, beginning with Abraham and Isaac, and 
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ending with Jeremiah. The individual episodes have little 
to recommend them in themselves. Werfel has cast no 
illumination of image or idea on the moments he has chosen. 
Their sole justification lies in their relationship to each 
other, and more especially in their relationship to the 
Jewish fate as a whole, yet it is hard to trace any organic 
connection between them, other than a chronological one. 
Of course, it would be idle to say that one remains com- 
pletely unmoved. The names and situations, through the 
associations they evoke, are potent in themselves. It would 
take very bad writing to strip Moses of majesty, or Ruth 
of magic. And Werfel is anything but a bad writer. 
His verse is always competent. It is never inflated or 
pompous—the danger of most verse on Biblical themes. 
In a few instances, he definitely detracts. One has no 
right to complain if an entire episode—say, the exodus from 
Egypt—lacks the simple greatness of the Bible chronicle. 
Such a complaint would put an embargo on all Biblical 
themes. But one has the right to protest against the de- 
basement of single lyrics through a feebler poetic rendering. 
Werfel’s version of David’s lament for Jonathan is so 
much weaker than the original that one wonders why he 
felt called upon to prettify those tremendous lines with 
his rhymes. 

The most effective sections of the play are the prose 
scenes dealing with the congregation. The kaleidoscopic 
figures constituting modern Jewry, find their way to the 
synagogue on this night of evil. The pious man, the rich 
man, the assimilated Jew, the skeptic, the thirteen year 
old boy strange to his people, all suddenly united by the 
pressure of persecution, grope together for an answer. The 
quest, the groping is given with power, in a prose more 
genuinely poetical than the poetry; but the answer fails. 
After the night of vision, the congregation rises comforted 
at dawn and fares forth into the unknown. This exhibition 
of courage leaves the reader baffled. The angel indicates 
that Israel is indestructible and must continue its destiny, 


iit dip dip dip dip dip dip dip, gaan. oo _ =_ 
ttl i i —_— ES — 


SPECIAL EXCURSIONS 


on 


CUNARD White STAR ~4 LINE 
STEAMERS 


to 


PALESTINE and SOVIET RUSSIA 


Via Cherbourg or England 
and 7 other countries with 20 days “All Paid” 
in Russia, including the Jewish Collective 
Farms in the Crimea 


sy: ROUND $386. TRIP + 
Third Class 
For details and other travel bargains 
communicate with 
ag gg Ig PG tags 


GUSTAVE EISNER 


gg Pg gE, eI, 
POPULAR PRICED TOURIST AGENCY 
1123 Broadway, Cor. 25th St., N. Y. C. 
Telephone CHelsea 3-5080 


CUNARD WHITE STAR %& LINE 


il il, il al li i i i i i 
tli ti _ , e 




















JewisH FRONTIER 


but there has been nothing in the preceding recapitulation 
to clarify this destiny, or indicate its course, In this con- 
nection, one cannot help remembering Beer-Hoffman’s 
‘Jacob’s Traum” as one of the few verse plays of any 
merit on the same theme. ‘“‘Jacob’s Traum” has been con- 
siderably over-estimated both as poetry and drama, but it 
at least has the virtue of a fundamental conception pre- 
sented with passion. In “Jacob's Traum’ one Biblical 
incident, instead of a general melange, is developed and 
interpreted. Israel’s destiny is to be God’s witness, the 
bearer of God’s word. 

Whatever Werfel wished to say is lost in the general 
Biblical pot-pourri that he offers. Possibly the stage 
presentation, with its original scenic effects, will crystallize 
what in the reading seems vague and diffused. The play 
may be read in English in Ludwig Lewisohn’s excellent 


translation. MARIE SYRKIN 


CLASS STRUGGLE and TALMUDIC LAW 


PHARISAIC JUDAISM IN TRANSITION. By Ben 
Zion Bokser. Bloch Publishing Company. New York, 
1935. $2.00. 

O THE traditional Talmudist accustomed to look upon 

the Aalakah (Talmudic law) as a purely pilpulistic 

(rational) creation, the discovery that much the same class- 

interest factors as enter into modern legislation went into 

the making of ancient Jewish law creates a shock. A con- 
genial illusion goes popping. 

Dr. Bokser, in his “Pharisaic Judaism in Transition”, 
adduces a large number of facts in support of his thesis 
that it was Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus’ conservatism and 
rich landowner’s psychology that motivated him to dissent, 
in the particular way he chose to dissent, from his fellow 
law-makers. Thus, one does not have to look very far for 
an explanation of R. Eliezer’s unusually liberal attitude in 
the matter of wearing elaborate jewelry and weapons of 
war on the day of Sabbath. His less privileged colleagues 
saw no reason why these should be exempted from the law 
prohibiting carrying on one’s person any other object 
than one’s clothes, R. Eliezer’s stand in regard to the 
Am ha-Ares (peasant) becomes similarly understandable 
in the light of Dr. Bokser’s thesis, Said Rabbi Eliezer 
the Great (Pes. 49b): “One would not violate any law, if 
one stabbed an Am ha-Ares even on the Day of Atonement 
falling on a Sabbath”. 

The mahlokoth (dissensions) abounding in the Talmud 
are therefore attributable, according to the author’s findings, 
to the same causes that are frequently responsible for dis- 
agreement in our own Supreme Court. 

Dr. Bokser has the gift of handling weighty matter with 
lightness and offers a minimum of obfuscation and strain 
on the part of the reader. MORTON DEUTSCH 


ELEMENTS OF HEBREW: Book One. By Simha Rubin- 
stein and Harry Kessler. Bureau of Jewish Education, 
New York, $1.65. 


es volume presenting the elements of Hebrew read- 
ing and grammar, with pedagogical directions in Eng- 
lish, is used in the high schools of New York. It aims to 
impart the elements of spoken Hebrew as a modern Ian- 
guage; the essentials of Hebrew grammar for the first 
year; and vocabulary and oral practice related to Palestinian 
life. The mode of instruction is the direct or natural 
method and has been tested in the public high schools. 
Owing to the need of type forms not readily available in 
this country the book was printed in Palestine. The bind- 
ing is durable, the type large and attractive, the illustrations 
suitable for young le. Adults who wish to learn 
Hebrew will find the book a good introduction to the 


language. 
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Presenting Eretz Israel 


MUMMIES AND ARCHAEOLOGY 


oo mystery guarded for milleniums is out at last, Dur- 
ing the past month Mr. Z. Neiman, eighty-year old 
amateur chemist of Haifa and Zichron Jacob, announced 
his discovery that a herb grown exclusively in Palestine 
holds the secret of ancient Egypt's embalming process. 
Through his private process, Mr. Neiman has already 
preserved for Eternity a rabbit mummy. But since 
fish and doves (not local reactionaries), are thus far 
the other objects of his mummification activities, the interest 
of this curious trifle pales beside a seemingly dry-as-dust 
finding of the archaeologists of the American Colt Epedi- 
tion and the British School of Archaeology which have 
joined forces to dig for buried lore at Auja Alhafir near 
Beersheva, The thirty-seven papyri they have so far un- 
earthed may soon make the Holy Land rival Egypt as the 
land which contains original material for the study of 
ancient literature. Two of the papyri offer formal proof 
that Arab writing abounded in Palestine long before 636 
(date of Mohammedan conquest). This fact, of slight 
apparent interest, strengthens the theory that a country is 
won not by a military stroke but by peaceful penetration. 
Arabs conquered the country in 636 but their just claims 
of the right to continue to live in Palestine is fundamentally 
based not on the sword but, as with the modern Jew, on 
peaceful settlement extending over a long period of time. 
Thus erudite archaeology reinforces the principle of “‘peace- 
ful penetration” as the only enduring means to be pursued 
both by Jews and Arabs. 


THE WAYS OF PENETRATION 


bags ways of Jewish “peaceful penetration” are numer- 
ous and complex. ‘‘Nir’ (the Histadrut cooperative 
colonizing company) has increased its capital from $375,- 
000 to $725,000. A Haifa factory employing Jewish labor 
now offers locally-made porcelain ash-trays to all inveterate 
smokers. In the same city the Phoenicia Glass Works, the 
most modern in all Asia, is now going at full blast; it 
is expected to supply both Palestine and neighboring coun- 
tries. In Tel Aviv a car assembling plant will soon be 
opened with a view to popularizing automobiles by decreas- 
ing their cost. Present retail prices are on a scale of $1,500 
for a Chevrolet which costs $500 in America. Gas, in- 
cidentally, costs $1.90 a four-gallon tin, one dollar of which 
goes to the Government as a tax. Jerusalem is now graced 
with the largest derrick ever seen in the Near East; it was 
imported by two American Jews and is to be used in the 
building industry. Hamashbir (the workers’ consumers’ 
cooperative) announces a 37% increase in turnover for 
1935 over 1934; it amounted to $1,355,000 last year, as 
against $990,000 the year before. On Keren Kayemeth 
(Jewish National Fund) land, near Hedera, the founda- 
tion stone of a new labor quarter to be called Neve Hayim 
(in memory of Hayim Arlosoroff) has been laid. To the 
south of Tel Aviv, work has begun on the construction of 
200 houses and cooperative dwellings which are to form 
a new labor suburb. A new investment corporation with 
a capital of $250,000 supplied partly by the Jewish Agency 
and partly by the Histadrut Unemployment Fund has been 
launched for the purpose of stimulating public works. The 
Jewish Agency Executive has also established an Agricul- 
tural Credit Bank to aid farmers who employ Jewish labor. 
The Keren Hayesod announces the formation, in accord 
with the decision made at the last Zionist Congress, of its 


new colonization company: The Palestine Agricultural 
Settlement Association, Ltd., capitalized at $250,000 with 
the purpose of centralizing the colonizing work of the 
Keren Hayesod. 

There is a Jewish project on foot for supplying gas in 
Jerusalem. At present all cooking is done by primus— 
a combination alcohol and kerosene stove. 


AIRPORTS AND SILK 


JEWISH progress is reflected in the Government surplus 

of $31,095,00—a surplus that increases at the rate of 
$890,000 a month. The Government has allocated one 
million dollars for the construction of civil airports at 
Haifa and Lydda. Palestine may soon become air-minded. 
More important is the imposition by the Government, moved 
perhaps by a strong press campaign, of heavy duties on 
articles hitherto glutting Palestinian markets as a result 
of dumping. The Sachs silk factory has thus been enabled 
to reopen its gates. 


ARAB PROGRESS 


No” ONLY Jews and the Government, but Arabs too, 
benefit from Zionist activity in Palestine. Comrade 
Frumkin, peripatetic and indefatigable laborite statistician, 
recently estimated that the Arab population has benefited 
from Jewish enterprise to the minimum extent of $35,000,- 
000 (2/3 in land payment and 1/3 for labor, agricultural 
products, etc.) during the past four years. Two other 
indications of Arab progress are: (1) In 1931 Arabs had 
59,000 dunam of orange groves; now they have 135,000 
dunam. This increase is valued at several million pounds. 
(2) In 1931 Arabs produced 15,068 tons of vegetables; 
in 1934: 36,465. The difference was consumed by Jews. 
The Mufti’s reaction to this state of affairs is to organize a 
group of fascist “blue-shirts’” to oppose Zionism. Who 
can now doubt he has the interests of his people at heart? 


HISTADRUT AND LABOR 


we Palestine at large was pacing onward, Tel 
Aviv witnessed another example of Histadrut pro- 
gressiveness. On February 9th the National Council of the 
Histadrut opened a three-day conference on unemployment. 
Comrade Frumkin declared that while there were 3,000 
unemployed in the cities owing to the diminution of the 
building tempo, other branches of economic life were un- 
affected. He further stated that works valued at $1,250,000 
and employing 2,500 workers could be started in the next 
few weeks with the assistance of the Jewish Agency and 
the Unemployment Fund of the Histadrut. Bearing this 
in mind at the closing session, on February 11, the Council 
unanimously decided to obligate the 88,000 Histadrut 
members to contribute their wages for 12 days during the 
next six months to the Unemployment Fund. This is a 
tax unprecendented in the world labor movement. 
Histadrut progress of a different sort may be seen in the 
recent pledge at Petah Tikva by leading Jewish plantation 
owners that they would employ a greater number of Jews. 
The importance of citrus-growing can be appreciated from 
a news item that 4,000,000 cases of citrus fruit had been 
exported from Palestine since the beginning of the season 
until February 9. Up to the same date last year only 
3,800,000 cases had been shipped. Moreover prices in 
London this year are much improved. Statistics compiled 
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by the Jewish Executive reveal that in Petah Tikva where 
the pledge was made, 62% of Jewish orange grove areas 
is handled by non-Jewish labor. Ness Tsiona and Rishon 
leTsion follow with 58% and 50% respectively. The per- 
centage of groves employing all Jewish labor fell from 
54% in 1933 to 36% in 1935. It is noteworthy that the 
percentage of Arabs employed in unskilled branches is 
greater than that of Jews while the reverse is true of skilled 
labor; but an increasing number of Arabs employed as 
supervisors and watchmen implies growing skill amongst 
Arabs. 


CATCHWORDS AND SYMBOLISM 


N*™ catchwords fly about as much in Palestine as in 
America: the latest slogan is a Hebrew rendering 
of We Do Our Part and many shops throughout the country 
display blue and white emblems bearing these words. But 
there is an older Histadrut slogan which one now hears 
less though it is perhaps more intensely alive today than ever 
before. Quaint Hebrew idiom says literally: “a way of 
nevertheless” to mean: “steadfast perseverance.” The 


eminent vitality of this mot d’ordre is reflected in the dra- 


matic symbolism of many day to day happenings, as in this 
news-item: 


Beer Tuvia—1i20 families consisting of 400 individuals are 
now established on a 5,000 dunam settlement bearing name 
of nearby ruined Beer Tuvia, pre-war colony destroyed by 
Arabs in 1929 riots. The settlers are on good terms with 
surrounding Arab villagers in this southernmost of all Jewish 
settlements in Palestine. 


LEAGUE NOTES 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Symbolic portent is similarly imminent in two other 
contrasting occurrences. In early February, Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, director of the Sieff Institute for Chemical Re- 
search, officially dedicated the Institute’s library, naming it 
for Prof. Fritz Haber, Nobel prize-winner in chemistry and 
German refugee who died in Switzerland last year. Per- 
tinently enough Prof, Haber’s son in his speech at the 
ceremony, emphasized his desire to remain in Palestine. 

About the same time a brilliant English Jew, Dr. 
S. Adler, head of the Department of Parasitology at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, one of the few interna- 
tional authorities on sand-fly fever (and an inveterate chess- 
player who frequents the Jerusalem café Vienna as much 
as did that other legendary chess-player, Schmarya Levin,) 
went down to Kfar Vitkin, a settlement in the Emek Hefer. 
He was to investigate a strange tropical fever that had at- 
tacked children playing in a cave nearby. Parasite ticks 
in the cave were responsible for the outbreak. Dr. Adler 
and two fellow scientists brought back a number of these 
ticks. Then it was learned that Dr. Adler had fallen 
gravely ill. “Davar”, the labor daily asserts and reiterates, 
in spite of denials, that Dr, Adler, in the presence of his 
assistants, deliberately subjected himself to infection in 
order to study the symptoms and effects of the disease at 
first hand. This much is certain: his act, whether de- 
liberate or accidental, is, like the ceremony at the Sieff 
Institute, significant. To Prof. Haber, eminent scientist 
of the Galut, all glory and honor that attend the dead 
refugee. To Dr. Adler, Palestinian scientist, the recovery 
that must follow a dangerous reverse on the road to 
achievement. 


JEWISH FRONTIER CELEBRATES FIRST ANNIVERSARY 


. ene hundred friends of Jewish Frontier met at 
the Commodore Hotel in New York on February 12, 
to mark the first anniversary of Labor Zionist’s publication 
in America. There gathered representatives of the Histad- 
rut, Davar, the League, Hadassah, Hechalutz, Hashomer 
Hatzair, the Socialist Zionist Party, editors of Jewish peri- 
odicals, representatives of the trade unions and a host of 
Jewish Frontier readers, Mr. Abraham Lipton was chair- 
man of the Dinner Committee. The subject for that 
evening was a symposium on the “Function of an Anglo- 
Jewish Magazine’. We are sorry that lack of space permits 
us only brief extracts from the symposium, Participating 
with special relation to Cultural Pluralism, Professor Horace 
M. Kallen said: 


ory 


. . . Cultural Pluralism is the principle of the life of 
civilization. We Jews have a definite contribution to the 
civilization of the United States. . . . It rests in our social 
inheritance. . . . Jewish Frontier is in my judgment 
the most distinguished: of the Anglo-Jewish periodicals, 
the best educated exhibit, with the most integrated char- 
acter, an instrument for Jewish cultural values to the 
national life which we share with our American fellow- 
citizens. It is an instrument that needs all the backing, 
needs all the good-will that Jewish writers, poets, thinkers 
can give it.” 


The address of Comrade Zalman Rubashow was an 
impassioned exposition of what Palestine has a right to 
demand. It summarized the cultural tradition and journal- 
istic background of Jewish Frontier. 


Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, who was also present, said, 
in part: 
“. . . There is one simple thing I want to say about 
Jewish Frontier, but I think it expresses a very deep 
thought. The magazine is worthy of the achievement of 
the Histadrut in Eretz Israel. After all, it would be the 
easiest and simplest thing in the world for you to publish 


a dozen variegated journals. You could publish a 
monthly or weekly which would be full of news of 
Palestine . . . instead of that you have wisely chosen to 
edit a magazine which represents the best thought in 
Zionism, . ..” 


Pointing out the service of Labor Zionism in the fight 
against fascism in America, Rabbi Edward L. Israel, of 
Baltimore, who also spoke said: 


“. . . We have not made the Jews of America understand 
that their blind and greedy allegiance to a decadent econ- 
omic society is hurling us into the arms of fascism. 
As I see it, the philosophy of Labor Zionism is not only 
cooperating with the Histadrut in order that that same 
decadence may not take place in Palestine, but also that 
in the Galut we may maintain our status as part of those 
forces which are really opposing the onslaught of fascism. 
In that realm Jewish Frontiér is the outstanding spokes- 
man in Jewish life... .” 


Speaking on behalf of the board of editors, Dr. Hayim 
Fineman answered: 

‘, . . In a sense Jewish Frontier is doing pioneer work. 
Something is happening in American Jewish life which 
makes us believe that new forces will arrive in America 
to create a new culture which will have an intrinsic 
value of its own. This new culture will not be assimila- 
tionist. It will not be apart from what is going on in 
the rest of the world. It will be integrated in what 
is happening in Labor Palestine, in the new kind of life, 
the new cultural, economic and social life of Palestine. 
We hope that Jewish Frontier will be of service to bring 
those new forces to life... .” 


Among the many messages delivered while the dinner 
was in progress was one from Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, of 
the Union Theological Seminary who wrote: 

‘. . . I want to take this occasion to say that I think 
Jewish Frontier is brilliantly edited. There is no more 
able radical journal in this country. Its first year has been 
a real triumph and I congratulate the editors on the sanity, 
brilliance and wisdom of their editorial viewpoint... .” 
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Many contributions to the Jewish Frontier Anniversary 
Fund were made public that evening. Among those an- 
nounced were the following: From League for Labor Pales- 
tine Chapters—Cincinnati, $250; Newark, $200; Brooklyn, 
$150; Social Workers, $100; Hebrew Speaking Group, $50; 
Bronx, $50; Hashomer (Baltimore), $200; Los Angeles, 
$100; Cleveland, $100; Milwaukee, $100; Boston, $25; 
Philadelphia, $15. 

A contribution of $1000 came from a non-partisan 
Palestine fund; while Abraham Lipton gave $300; Gertrude 
Berg, $100; William Saltzman, $50; Noah Sher, Rochester, 
$50; William Burke, Pittsburgh, $50; M. Nigrosh, Boston, 
$25; R. Harris, Chicago, $25; J. Liebson, Detroit, $25; 
M. Shaver, Detroit, $25; H. Shumer, Detroit, $25; Ben- 
jamin Graham, $25; Irving Newman, $10; Rabbi Harry 
Halpern, $10; George Evans, $10; Herman Shulman, $10; 
William Artzt, $10; Leo Shub, $10; H. Maimin, $10; 
H. L, Glucksman, $10; Rebecca Shulman, $10; Adele Szold, 
$10; Thomas Seltzer, $5; Abraham H. Cohen, $5; Irving 
Levine, $5; J. Jaffe, $5; Rabbi Leo Reichel, $5; Harold 
Voorziner, $5; Celia Abrams, $5; M. Beckelman, $5; Mrs. 
R. Seiroty, $5; with final contributions from Rose L. Rosen- 
berg and Sonia Dingol. 











IF YOU LIKED the article “A Psy- 
chological View of Anti-Semitism”, 
by Felix Weltsch in February Jewish 
Frontier, based on a monograph pub- 
lished by the ZIONISTISCHE PROP- 
AGANDASTELLE then you _ will 
want to receive their whole splendid 
series of courses (in German) on Na- 
tionalism, Zionism, Anti-Semitism, 
etc., by distinguished European au- 
thors. Subscription to series is Five 
Dollars. Write to Dr. Salomon Gold- 
elman, 1. Dlouha, tr, 41-11, Prague, 
\ Czechoslovakia. 
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Henry Ziskin @ Harry Weinstock 
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gpPARAMOUNT CATERERS 
601 WEST 183rd STREET 
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THE CHOICE OF MIL- 
LIONS FOR MORE THAN 
HALF A CENTURY! THIS 
YEAR, TOO, INSIST ON 
GETTING 


HOROWITZ-MARGAI<EcTEN 


MA T ZO H $ 


AND 


MATZOH-MEAL 


INDISPENSABLE FOR USE 
THROUGHOUT THE 
PASSOVER HOLIDAY 
Absolutely Pure and 
KOSHER for PASSOVER 


HOROWITZ - MARGARETEN 
369 EAST 4th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 
“The Matzoh with the Taste” 
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The Newest Motorliner on the Ocean 


M.S. PILSUDSKI 


8 days to Copenhagen 81, days to GDYNIA 


First New Ship Offering 
TOURIST CLASS as TOP CLASS 


MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW 
FOR NEXT SAILING OF 


M. S. PILSUDSKI 


FROM NEW YORK MARCH 12 
To Reach EUROPE and PALESTINE 
for EASTER HOLIDAYS 


THIRD CLASS is modern in all respects and the pas- 
sengers share the ship only with Tourist Class. 


Prompt Connection to and from 


PALESTINE 


with weekly sailings from Constanza to 


JAFFA and HAIFA 


by our remodeled, up-to-date steamers 
“POLONIA” and “KOSCIUSZKO” 


STRICTLY KOSHER KITCHEN ON ALL OUR SHIPS 








For further information apply to local agent or 


GDYNIA AMERICA LINE 
32 PEARL STREET NEW YORK CITY 
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ZIONISTS! 


Change From Speech To 
ACTION! 


THE grave condition of the 
export and import trade balance 
of Palestine commands your im- 


mediate attention. 


You can help by aiding in 
setting up a market for Palestin- 
ian products, which stand out 
above other imported merchan- 
dise as leaders in quality and 


fine packaging. 


THE PALESTINE HOUSE 


Importers of Produce of Palestine 
10 WEST 28th STREET LExington 2-6263 
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YOU may WIN 


A Glorious Vacation 








HERE ARE THE RULES 


1. The contest is open to all resi- 
. dents of the United States and 
Canada except to employees of the 
Jewish FRONTIER, the League for 
Labor Palestine, and their families. 
2. Any person may enter the con- 
test by sending his or her name 
and address to Subscription De- 
partment, Jewish Frontier, 1225 


& 
J e W I S h Broadway N. Y. 
3. Upon receipt of entry the Jew- 


ish FRONTIER will send each en- 


/ trant material to help in getting 
subscriptions. Throughout the con- 
test, the subscription department 


will be ready to afford to all com- 
petitors equally, all possible assis- 


tance. 

BSCRIPTION 4. All subscriptions to be credited 
for this contest, must be obtained 
after March 1st, 1936 and before 
CONTEST sy ine sent PRON TER 

(FROM NEW YORK) Sfter July 16th, 1986 wi 
y 15th, 1936 will not be 

(Starting March 1, 1936 to July 10,1936) credited for this contest. 


5. The FREE TRIP TO PALES- 
TINE will be awarded to the per- 


son who, during the period of the 


. o TRIP omen, — the largest —_ 
oO emper; r e u 0 
First Prize cn hie aes 


eran narereannrnernenenee en reunion sateen sod 


Sree eS ee in hs ba Vas gash 
Yt eeaienl ian ten cain oa hea ona 


Labor Palestine or of subscriptions 
to the Jewish FRONTIER at the 
regular rate of $2.00 per year 


($2.50 in Canada). 

The FREE TRIP TO BERMUDA 
will be awarded to the person who 
gets the second largest number of 
subscriptions or members. 

6. Subscriptions sent in to qualify 
for any other premiums that have 

EEK’ been offered, or that may be offered 
by the Jewish FRONTIER, may 
not be credited in this contest. 


Second P rlze TRIP 7. The names of the winners will 
TO 


be announced in the August num- 
ber of Jewish FRONTIER. 

8. The winners of the contest will 
be able to choose the date of de- 


BERMUD A parture to suit their own conven- 
jence. 


Contest Editor, Jewish Frontier 
Room 81 | 

1225 Broadway 

New York 


Please enter my name in the subscription contest. 





Contest Editor, Jewish Frontier 
Room 81 | 

1225 Broadway 

New York 


Please enter my name in the subscription contest. 

















